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ADVERTISEMENTS, 


THE TIENTSIN MASSACRE, 


Just Published. 
A PAMPHLKT, No. III, concluding the 
re been 


correspondence and documents which 

ublished in the N.-C. Herald, 
regarding the Massacre and subsequent 
events in the North of China. 

‘The present pamphlet completes the hi 
tory of the occurrences, begun in the 
previous pamphlets. Besides Correspon- 
dents’ Letters, it contains Chung-how and 
‘Taeng-kwo-fan’s joint Report upon their in- 
vestigations; Prince Kung’s Despatches 
to Count Rochechouart, e: ig the 
terms of settlement ; and the Imperial Edict 
ordered to be posted throughout the Em- 
pire. 

Aiso, the Correspondence relating to the 
withdrawal of the American Missionaries 
from Tungchow 5 

A Narrative of the Assassination of the 
Viceroy of Nanking, and official papers re- 
garding it ; r 

Correspondence relating to the feeling 

roduced at Newchwang, and the Residents’ 
letter to H. M. Minister ; 

‘An account of the outrage at Fatshan ; 

The Chamber of Commerce letter revard- 
ing Chung-how. “G.’s" Letters on the 
‘Taku Forts, &e, &e., &e. 


dollar coin. 


























Prico 4 





Tho three pamphlets, each of which is 
now on sale at this office, will be fond to 
give a complete narrative (extending over 
140 pages) of tho events of the lust five 
months, and form a most useful record. 

Price }-dollar each 

North-China Herald Office. 

‘Shanghai, 7th Dec., 1870. 


fAiscellaneous Entelligence. 





BIRTHS. 
At Shanghai, 21st December; Mrs. Ropart 
Fercussox of 4 eon. 
On the 26th instant, the wife of R, W. M. 
Burp, Esq., of a son. 


LATEST DATES. 


—Mrs. Laughton, and 2 children, Mrs. Dix, 
and 2 children, ‘Capt. Le Sueur, Messrs. 
Smith, and Rev. F. P. Napier. Per “ Costa 
Rica”’ For Nagasaki—Mr. and Mrs, Quin, 
and Mr. G. Bel For Yokohama—Messrs. 
W. MeMicken, W. H. Taylor, H. Pelegrin, 
Jno. Fraser, Henry de Calice, Geo. Smith, 
and Zeppary, Per ‘ Appin” for Foochow— 
Mr. and Mrs, Budwall, Misses Kein, Bland, 
and Gen. C. Gendre, 














‘Tax publication of the North-China Herald 
and Supreme Court + Consular Gazette com- 
menced at 5.30 P.At. 





The Howth-Ghina Heyl. 






























Darn. itt | Day. 
Min. | Maz. 
Dee.20 .. 40 | 53 
a1. 43 | 48 
ae 43 | 46 
ae 431 47 
Te 42 | 52 
25. 44 | 57 
26° 49 | 51 
27 4 | 58 
METEOROLOGICAL TABLE. 
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Win. W. H. Russell 
McDonald, and 230 Chinese.’ Per “Sunda” 
From Southampton—Mr. Barnes. From Hong- 
kong—Capt. Rander, Messrs. Lefferts, Ralli, 
F.B. Forbes and servt., Khakiebhoy and 
| servt., Costa, Vicera, 1 European servt., and 
| 88 Chinese. 


| kong—Hon. W. H. Seward, Misses Risley 
(2), and 2 servts., Gen. Kirkham, Miss Kirk- 
ham, and servt., Messrs. E. D. Sassoon, M. 
|D. Ezekiel, G. Crichton, J. H. Ball, and 60 

Chinese. Four Suez—Mesers. J. T. Brand, and 
| J. Livingston. Per “Achilles” For London 














Deranrep.—Per “Travancore” For Hong: | 


PARTIAL, NOT NBUTRAL. 
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Tue English press was very properly 
horrified at tho Tientsin massacre, and 
quite convinced that a severe panish- 
ment ought vo ho inflteted on the guilty 
the impressicx also seems to be dawu- 
ing upon it, that foreign settlements in 
China generally are not quite so. safe 
that the “inevitable ganbont” can be 
entirely dispensed with. But the crass 
ignorance which exists at homo on the 
subject of Chinese politics, leaves every 
onein complete bewilderment as to what 
line of policy to advocate, Except in 
the case of one or two papers, which 
hare always taken a common senso 
view of the position,—* What is to be 
done ?”—is always the barden of tho 
refrain. ‘The horror which is constant- 
ly befure the eyes of the Government, 
] is a Chinese war; and even Manchester 
ix divided between adrend of the exe 
pense this would involve, and a dosire 
to see its great interests here protected. 
Athird party, of whom we may por- 
Laps take Sir Charles Dilko ns a repre- 
sentative, seeins to conscientiously be- 
lieve that China bas been very much 
abused in former years, and that for- 
eigners now residing here wish to con- 
tinue the process, Their solation, 
as well as that of the Government, ap- 
parently, is to let the celestials have 
their own way now, for a change, But 
the Press does seem anxious to do 
something, and mournfully and perpe- 
tually asks—what? How is the avoid. 
ance of war, which is posed a3 an 
axiom, to be reconciled with the safoty 
of foreign residents, which would bo 
gledly secaved provided the first posi- 
, tion rowains intact ? 
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This is an age of theories and 
of theoretical legislation. Still, it is 
generally admitted that we should be 
guided in our new essays by the ex- 
perience of the past; only in tho case 
of China, this being a country of contra- 
dictions, is the principle neglected. Des- 
pite all previous experience, England 
sat ingenuously at the fect of Mr. Bur- 
lingame, and accepted the doctrine that 
China was an equal of Western uations. 
And though themassacre of Tientsin has 
somewhat shaken the conviction, as re- 
gardsher civilisation andenlightenment, 
people still seem to think she must be 
treated with the same political delicacy. 
If we sent troops to Stockholm, in caso 
English subjects were murdered and 
the lives of others endangered there, 
Sweden would very likely be irritated 
to the point of war. But Sweden isa 
civilised country, where such a massacre 
would be impossible, and whose Go- 
yornment would act firmly and straight- 
forwardly if wrong were done by its sub- 
ordinates or its subjects. In China, 
precisely the reverse would happen in 
each case. The Government never has 
and never can be relied on to act with 
firmness or straightforwardness. Chi- 
canory is as inherent in Oriental diplo- 
macy, 28 submission to force, Semi- 
civilised people always think it the 
height of intelligence to evade an obli- 
gation if they can ; but give in at once if 
they are convinced that compliance will 
bo enforced. And if complinnce be not 
enforced, they take double latitude on 
the next opportunity, under the impres- 
sion that the power of coercion does 
not exist. An Asiatic cannot conceive 
aman who is able to exact his rights, 
failing to do so. And s0 the Chinese 
Rulers and people regard every piece of 
consideration we show for their feelings 
(save the mark) as a civilised and en- 
Tightoned people, a piece of weakness 
or of folly. 

‘What we have been trying to show, 
thon, is that the despatch of a force to 
Chine would not precipitate war, but 
would be very likely lo avert such a 
sories of misanderstandings and wrongs 
as will inevitably lead to it. Aud des- 
pite, but rather in consequence of, the 
recent settlement of affairs at Tien- 
tsin, we hold to the opinion we ex- 
pressed in the first instance, that such 
astep.should be adopted. The panish- 
ment inflicted for that offence is miser- 
ably inadequato ; it is doubtfal whether 
the men executed were concerned 
in tho crime, and in any case the pay- 
ment of compensation to their families 
has destroyed the effect of the punish- 
ment. Thomagistrater, who were chiefly 
guilty, got otf with a sentence of banish- 
ment which report even says has been 
already remitted ; monetary comp.. .sa- 
tion, the least satisfactory of all, has 
been too freely accepted ; aud has been 
taken from the Customs revenue, in- 
stead ofin the shape of a fine from 











the guilty city. The people real- 
ly concerned have thus comparative- 
ly escaped. The Peking Government 
has no doubt been so much worried, 
that it would prefer not seeing the 
outrage, and consequent complications, 
repeated ; but what was wanted, was a 
settlement which would fall heavily on 
those implicated, and thus deter others 
who might incline to follow their 
example. We said, at the first, that the 
degradation and execution of the city 
magistrates, the degradation of other 
mandarins having local authority, the 
erection in various parts of the city of 
arches similar to those put up by Chi- 
nese to saints and heroes, the temporary 
withdrawal from Tiontsin of the right 
to compete at the local examinations, 
and the exaction from the city itself of 
abeavy pecuniary indemnity,—would 
be the least sufficient reparation for the 
wrong done, and a forewarning against 
its repetition. Nothing of this has 
been done; a certain number of lives, 
of the lowest of the population, have 
been given for the lives lost; a lot 
of money has been paid ont of the 
Maritime Customs; and the next hos- 
tile mandarin has no reason to fear 
exciting his people to similar outrage, 
nor have the people any reason to 
dread listening to his advice. The 
apathy displayed should convince the 
Home Government that uo sincere 
goodwill exists either to prevent or 
to punish such occurrences in future, 
and that it is time we should change 
a policy which has led to unsatisfactory 
results. By force we established our- 


selves in China, and by force we must | 


show ourselves prepared to maintain 
our position, until many years of associa- 
tion and instruction have raised the 
Chinese to a more intelligent standard, 
and dispelled the superstitious ideas in 
regard to foreigners on which the Man- 
darins are able now 0 easily to work. 
Until this desirable change is accom- 
plished, we must be prepared to pro- 
tect ourselves; and it will be well if 
the Government recognise this prin- 
ciple in China, as they have done 
hitherto in Japan, by statioving a force 
at one of the treaty ports—say Chefoo, 
which is both healthy and convenient 
to the capital—ready to assert itself’ 
when called upon. We repeat that its 
presence will be the best guarantee 
against that active hostility which 
foreigners, both hereand at home, agree 
in deprecating. 

















Summary of Hews. 


‘The English mail arrived on the 23rd 
instant, with papers to the 4th and tele- 
grams to the 29th November. Two days 
Inter advices have been since received, vid 
Calcutta. A conference has been agreed 
upon, to discuss the Russian difficulty. 
Furious fighting has taken place in the 
neighborhood of Paris, without apparently 

















decisive results, though the Army of the 
Loire seems to have been repulsed, in an 
attempt to break though the Prussian 
blockade lines; but it is noteworthy that 
the French have again armies able to keep 
the field. Paris was said to be still well 
provisioned ; and vigorous sorties have 
been made in various directions, with some 
snecess, 

A homeward mail leaves to-morrow by 
the M. M. steamer Phase. 

‘The past week has been treated almost 
as a general holiday, and very little 
business will probably be done till the 
next English mail leaves. Half Shanghai 
has been up country shooting, and the re- 
maining half has been intent on local 
amusement. The weather has been most fa- 
vourable ; clear and frosty, with thin ice 
every morning which, however, melted 
under the sun during the course of the day. 
Even snow has put in just a suficient ap- 
pearance to entitleit to be named. A very 
few small flakes fell on Friday afternoon. 

A parade of the 8. V. C.,and a sham 
fight, took place on Thursday last, ending, 
after a magnificent display of endurance 
and soldiership, in a truce and united at- 
tack on a quantity of sandwiches anda 
hogshead of ale which had been charitably 
provided at the Bubbling Well for the 
occasion, Letters from our special corres- 
pondents with each army will be found 
elsewhere. 

A regatta on a small scale took place on 
Monday, between four yachts of the 
S. ¥. C., but ended in a draw. Tho Vision 
touched ground off Gough’s island and, 
capsized ; the Emily and Lucy brought up 
to take off the crew ; and the Falcon round 
ed the stake-boat from the wrong direction. 

‘The great event of the woek, however, 
hasbeen the complete destruction of H.B.M. 
Consulate by fire. ‘The fire was discovered 
in the 8. E. angle of the building shortly 
before midnight on Friday, and was thon 
confined to one room and might have been 
easily putout, had a little water been avail- 
able. Three buckets which were brought did, 
in fact, very nearly extinguish it ; but before 
a fresh supply could be got the flames had 
gathered greater strength. For nearly an 
hour, however, they were so much con- 
fined to one part of the building, that the 
remainder could have been easily saved, 
had the Fire Engines come promptly into 
play. There was however great delay in 
getting them to work ; and before the first 
stream was thrown, the fire had obtained 
complete mastery. At2 a.t., the whole 
building was wrapped in a sheet of flame, 
and presented a grand spectacle, from the 
Bund and from the opposite shore. Showers 
of sparks driven by the strong north-west 
gale were falling like spray from a gigantic 
fountain. By daylight nothing but o 
few blackened walls remained of the old 
building. ‘The Fire Brigade had, however, 
by unwearied exertions, succeeded in saving 
the new wing lately built for the accom- 
modation of the Supreme Court, and that 
stands almost uninjured. It is satisfactory 
to know that a great part of the recordsand 
valuable papers were saved, by the energy of 
HL. B. M. Consul and his assistants, aided 
by some members of the Fire Brigade. 
Full particulars on this and other points 
will be found on another page. 
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‘The business of the Consulate was re- 
sumed on Tuesday, at No. 1 Balfour Build- 
ings, and that of the Supreme Court at No. 
2 Hongkong Road, and some progress made 
in bringing order out of thechaos intowhich 
papers and office furnishings had been 
thrown on the occasion of the fire. The 
narrowed space in which the offices are 
now comprised, will suit admirably the 
decimated furniture ; and perhaps, when 
fairly settled down, the impoverished condi- 
tion of everything will be less. conspicuous 
than if going into premises of the extent 
of thoso lost ; but present appenrances aro 
mufliciently deplorable. 

Apart from the account of the fire, we 
desire to give special prominence to ono 
fact. Although the alarm was sounded 
carly, very nearly about midnight, not half 
the members of the Fire Brigade heard 
it. So faras we can learn, all difficulties 
inthe way of the proposed Bell Tower 
have melted away ; why do we not seo some 
steps taken towards its erection? 

‘Wo had much pleasure, on Friday, in 
hearing an examination of the pupils of the 
Burasian School, before their break up for 
the holidays, It will be remembered that 
this school has only been opened between 
three and four months—hardly more than 
enough, we should have thought, for Mrs, 
Bonney to introduce some order and or- 
ganisation among her pupils. But we were 
as much surprised as pleased to find that 
‘oven those who had come there not know: 
ing a word of English, had surmounted the 
first difficulties of reading and writing, and 
were able to speak a little with » very fair 
accent, and to understand a great deal. 
And, what is quite as important, all seemed 
to be happy, and on a thoroughly good un- 
derstanding with their Mistress. A 
Christmas tree, at the close of the ex- 
amination, sont them all away for their 
holidays, burdened with treasures, and look~ 
ing happy as only children know how to 
look. We very warmly repeat the con- 
gratulations which were addressed to Mrs. 
Bonney by the ladies and gentlemen who 
were present, and aro more than ever con- 
firmed in the opinion we expressed at the 
outset that the utility and success of tho 
school will increase, as its existence and 
its character becomo more widely known, 

The collection at Trinity Church on 
Christmas Day, for Church expenses, 
amounted to $821. 

‘The Bod-tail Nag has, we hear, been sold 
under the recent order in the Admiralty 
Court, for §2,000. It may be assumed 
therefore that this is something near her 
actual value, Yet sho was chartered as a 
light-ship for Newchwang at Tis. 1,000 a 
month, for seven or eight months—say 
Ts. 7,500, for a ship which could have been 
bought out and out for less than a third 
of the money. Tis. 7,500 would have 
bought a really good vessel, Governments 
always seem to make a mess of the most 
ordinary business transactions. 

The Daily Press is informed otticially 
that the managing directors of the P. and 
0. Company have telegraphed to the effect 
that their steamers will commence the 
Brindisi line with a vessel leaving Brindisi 
on the 18th December, and arriving at 
Alexandria in time to despatch the mails 








.on the 25th December. The last steamer 
; to Marseilles route would leave Alexandria 
{on December 11th. 

Paper hunting has always been a favorite 
amusement in Shanghai during the winter, 
and a meet during the holiday week was 
sure to be a good one. We were not sttr- 
prised therefore tofind that thehuntannoun- 
ced for Saturday drew an exceptionally large 
field. The start was from the rifle butts, and 
the paper most difficultto find; but pati- 
ence and perseverance at last brought us, 
without any noteworthy mishaps, to the 
stone bridge, which was crossed, the paper 
laying down towards Trefancha, crossing 
over again to the Bubbling-well and down 
by Jessfield, circling back and bringing 
nearly the whole field to the Well line of 
jumps. The checks having been many, near- 
ly all the ponies were comparatively fresh, 
and the pace down the dry jumps was 
almost racing. Ata stone bridge with a very 
nasty hole in it, a well known heavy weight, 
upon Antelope,” came to what might 
have been serious grief, and his chance of 
winning was thereby spoiled. Mr. Church, 
upon a chestnut griffin, was the first on 
the Race-course, but was specdily collared 
by “Smoke,” whowith “ Chef d’uvre,” 
and “Emblem,” galloped together to the 
first steeplechase jump, and then on to the 
base-ball ground, where “‘ Emblem” came 
to grief, leaving the “Chef” and “Smoke” 
to fight it out, which they did most 
gallantly. Being, however, over-pressed, 
they both refused, leaving the hunt to 
Mr. Church, who came up with the chetsnut 
and cleared the jump in good style, thus 
winning the light and heavy weight prizes. 

An election of officers for the Shanghai 
Fire Department, for the year 1871, took 
place last week, with the following re- 
sults :— 

Chief Engineer—Blethen, No. 1, Hong- 
kew District Engineer—Hammond. No. 2, 
(English Settlement)—Stephenson. No. 3, 
(French Settlement)—Teillot. 

‘The new Soochow Creek bridge has ar 
rived by the Malacca; and is likely to be 
erected and open for traffic about March. 
Is there any prospect that it may be thrown 
open freely to passenger traffic, Chinese as 
well as European ? 

‘The export of tea from Hasxow shows 
a deficiency of 1,160,682 lbs. from 1869. 
‘The Chamber of Commerce give the follow- 





‘been above the avarage, but news of large 
arrivals in Shanghai had caused decline 
in rates. 

A meeting of shareholders in the China 
‘Traders’Insnrance Compang was held onthe 
2st instant in Hoxckonc. The total premia 
collected during 1969- amounted to 
$312,761. Of this $30,600 are carried for- 
ward in respect of pending risks 1,750 
are carried to suspense account in respect 
of unsettled claims ; leaving $190,000 avai 
able for distribution. Of this $47,50) are 
carried to Reserve ; $47,500 divided among 
contributing shareholders, and $95,000 
paid as general dividend—giving $475 per 
share. 




















‘Two accounts ate given, in tho Daily 
Press, of a picnic party of fifty people, in- 
cluding H. B. M. Consul, the Commissioner 
of Customs, and several ladies, having met 
with threatening treatment at the hands of 
a large crowd of natives near Casto. The 
fear that some such awkward demonstration 
would be made had, it is said, induced H. B, 
‘M. Consul to require the posting of pacific 
proclamations ; but still, when the party 
went to the place, called Cumshan (Silver 
Hill), about twenty miles up the river, 
they had not long landed from the Feelocng, 
Chinese gunboat, which brought them, be- 
foro « large crowd assailed them with “the 
customary insulting epithets,” and even pro- 
ceeded to throw stones, requiring them 
to retreat to the Feeloong for safety. A 
correspondent in a later issue of the samo 
paper qualifies the first account to some 
extent, by remarking that the presence of so 
large a crowd was probably due to the pre- 
vious intimation given them through the 
proclamations ; that no ‘ insulting” ejacu- 
Intions were uttered, and that the pacific 
aspect of affairs was changed, not by o 
shower of brickbats from the crowd, ‘‘ but 
by blows of a stick administered upon the 
heads of some of them.” This had roused an 
angry feeling, and a few stones were thrown, 
which fortunately hurt no one; but in 
the meantime the Indies had, with pro- 
per prudence, retired to the steamer. 
‘This writer considers it doubtful whether 
there was anything unusually offensive in 
the manner of the crowd, and that the 
attack on the foreign party was neither 
serious nor unprovoked. Still, it is wn- 
likely that, without some provocation 
—some rude pressing on the party by 
the crowd, any foreigner would have used 
his stick or cane to drive them off; and 
it is still more improbable that any 
one should so far forget what was due to 
himself, if not to the Chinese unwashed, as 
to go out of the way to engage in a row 
with them. We hear further that a Chinese 
military mandarin helped to irritate the 
crowd, by violent interference which was 
hardly called for. Altogether, the account 
is rather confused, and we await further 
explanation. 

From Yoxxay and Kwercwow, we have 
news of grave insurrectionary disturbances, 
which are being very inefliciently dealt with 
by the local mandarins. 

‘The Daily Press says :—The disturbances 
the Kwaxasr Province appear to be 
increasing in seriousness, and there are 
apprehensions among the native popula- 
tion that they may lend to very dis- 
astrous results, unless steps be speedily 
taken to put them down. At Kwai 
Hien, bands of armed men recently made 
a ferocious attack, plundering and mur- 
dering the defenceless people. Theso hordes, 
who live in the neighbouring mountains, 
where they cannot be got at by the 
soldiers, possess small farms of their own, 
but in winter they come down and plunder 
the people in the valleys, the petty offi- 
cials being entirely unable to afford pro- 
tection, These disturbances are growing 
to such a height that alarm is felt lest they 
may take a more serious form. It is to be 
remembered that an aggregation of bands 
of robbers in Kwangsi formed the nucleus 
of the}Taiping Rebellion. 
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Editorial Selections, 





‘ME. W. H. SEWARD'S VISIT TO CHINA. 


Tax Honorable Mr. Seward has come 
to China, has visited Peking, kas inter- 
viewed the Tsung-li Yamén, and has 
stood upon that famous type of China’s 
reatness and feebleness, the Great 
Wall iteelt. The fact is startling, and 
uot without its interest. Itis indeed 
a matter of surprise that a gentleman 
absorbed -in home politics of the deep- 
est gravity, advanced. in years, and 
burdened too, if he will permit us to 
say” s0,.with some of the infirmities 
attendant uponage, should have brought 
himself to-leave his social sphere and 
comfortable home, to undertake a long 
‘voyage across the sea, and to travel in 
regions ill-supplied with the common- 
est couveniences of locomotion. The 
circumstance is moreover replete with 
interest to: ouraelves as a community. 
Tho opinion of a. leading physician 
called in to. considera critical case is 
ever looked for with solicitude by the 
relatives whose. affections or whose 
fortunes depend upon the result. But 
seldom has the auxiety to learn the 
decision of an expert surpassed, in in- 
iy, the interest with which our 
social family here, and in other ports, 
has been watching for the result of the 
jersonal observation of affairs in China 
fy ‘one of the oldest and most sagaci- 
ous statesmen ofthe day. Wo have 
felt, ono and all, that, however literati 
may have famed at our presence in the 
land, however mandarins may have 
intrigued to get rid of us, however 
Oonsnls may have protested, and Mi 
isters and Chargés botched, during 
the past two years—here, at any rate, 
was the man who could bring to bear 
his hoary experience, his disinterested 
justico, his calm sngacity, in order to 
‘determine where lay the true seat of 
the disease, and what would be its best 
remedy. | Possibly Mr. Seward has 
formed a definite opinion on the subject. 
It would bea poor compliment to his 
years and. intellect to conclude other- 
Wise; and.we will hope that, when tho 
result transpires, it will be one as 
valuable to the world at large as to 
the American interests in particular. 
Meanwhile, now that Mr. Seward 
has left us for the South, it may be 
worth while to hark back, and’ see 
what we can make of the few expe- 
riences which we cau pick up of his 
visit so far. ‘These are few, being mere 
incidents and utterances here and 
there; but few and trifling although 
they be, we regret exceedingly to detect 
in them already that strange leaningto- 
wardsadvocacy of the Chinése, which 
hhas-led so many of our diplomats astray 
in thepast. Therehas:not been-wanting, 
moreover, more or less sprinkling 
of that curious assumption in which 
some of our American cousins in- 
dulge, that they, of all Westerners, are 
the favoured of the Chinese Govern- 
ment and people. Take, for instance, 
the contretemps which occurred in the 
visit to Prince Kung. Of course we have 
nothing authentic on this subject, be- 
yond hearsay and newspaper report. 
‘But what need was there for the “ only- 
too-happy-to-welcome” reparation which 
we observe recorded by our American 

















contemporary? The refusal to receive 
so renowned a visitor was a rudeness 
worthy of a Chinese official. No doubt 
pressure was exercised, to induce 
the head of the Chinese Foreign 
Office and representative of Chinese 
Royalty to set matters right, and he 
subsequently returned the call. Why 
make more of the concession? As for 
the banquet which followed, and the 
“best of feelings mutually uttered in 
exchange,” they were but repetitions 
of a hundred similar formalities ac- 
corded to other “august friends,” 
found equally hollow, no doubt, by the 
entertained and borne with equal sang 
froid and patience by the wily hosts. 

Next comes the correspondence 
with Wén Siting, in respect to a pro- 
posed visit to him at his private 
residence. Would that we could per- 
snade ourselves that the reply of the 
Chinese statesman was prompted by 
the same honest, honorable sentiments 
that moved the heart of his vener- 
able co-temporary. The letter is cor- 
dial, pretty, and polite, and will of 
course so strike the minds of readers 
in Europe and America—until they are 
made aware, as we think they in com- 
mon fairness should be, that it simply 
reiterates a string of conventional com- 
plimentary forms, which may be found 
more or less in every reply to a pro- 
posal from a Consul to call upon a Chi- 
nese official. They are ready enough, 
heaven knows, to long for your ac- 
quaintance, to sweep their mean thres- 
holds clean in honor of your presence, 
to engrave your sayings upon their 
hearts and bones, aud to escort you 
back to their humble eaves, there wait- 
ing, weeping, until your glorious re- 
turn, &., &., but, alas, they go no 
farther, as we know to our cost. The 
apology accorded to Mr. Seward by 
the Taotai of Hankow, for the insults 
offered to bis party by a rabble at 
Woochang, has been another document 
to which prominence has been given 
by publication. And after all, what 
does it amount to? Another formality 
which we regret to say hos been gone 
through without effect hundreds of 
times before. Had but one-thousandth 
part of the effort which bas been ex- 
pended by local functionaries in pro- 
mises of atonement for the future, been 
given to promulgating amongst the 
people that foreigners have «treaty 
rights acknowledged to the full by-the 
Emperor and his subordinates, and 
that these must be respected, not only 
wonld Mr. Seward’s party have passed 
unmolested through Woochang, but 
hundreds of -other foreigners: would 
have been saved the many unprovoked 
annoyances, insults, and even cruelties, 
‘whieh now lie recorded as unredressed, 
upon the Consular calendars. 

‘We have spoken, perbaps, strongly, 
but not more so than we feel upon this 
important subject. It might be insinu- 
ated, perbaps, that our remarks indi- 
cate a feeling of dissatisfaction that a 
representative of the Great Republic 
should seem to have met with more of 
favour from the Chinese than others 
who have visited this country with 
similar pretensions. Far from it. We 
would hail the day on which we could 
learn that any one nationality had suc- 
ceeded in securing the honest and cor- 
dial concession of treaty privileges, in 





spirit as well as in letter, from the Chi- 
nese; fecling assnred that, the door once 
open, we could all enter in alike, to onr 
own benefit as well as to theirs. What 
wwe earnestly deprecate is, that the 
world should be induced to believe that 
this visit of Mr. Seward has proved 
that the Chinese are any more willing 
to hold out the right hand of fellowship 
to Western nations, any more desirous 
to maintain treaty rights, than they 
have hitherto shewn themselves to. be; 
and we contend that, arguing from the 
incidents of the past few weeks, unless 
Mr. Seward and his friends take soma 
steps to prevent such a catastrophe, it 
is more than probable that people in 
the West will be confirmed in, instead 
of disabused of, many of the fallacies 
which hive been hitherto entertained 
as regards our relations with the 
Chinese. 

In concluding this article, our notice 
is attracted to the published “ remarks” 
of Mr. Seward, and the reply by Admi- 
ral Rodgers, uttered at the moment 
of mounting the Great Wall, and con- 
templating from its ancient and_his- 
toric battlements the plains of China 
on the one side and the regions of the 
North Pacific coast of Asia on the other. 
The occasion was no doubt calculated 
to stir up the emotions of the coldest 
and most unimpassioned of tho party, 
and we do not wonder at the two aged 
heroes having indulged in a little senti- 
mentalism appropriate to their novel 
position. The object, however, of giving 
publicity to their remarks does not 
seem so clear. It was perhaps a par- 
donablo vanity, with which we will not 
quarrel, more especially as it elicited 
nothing that may mislead, or do harm. 
Let as hops: with the thrice honorable 
subject of this sketch, that he will find 
himself “ able to improve this greatex- ° 





perience for the benefit of his country © 
and mankind.” : 





‘UP COUNTRY. 


Oxe of the most curious customs of 
Shanghai is doubtless the eagerness 
with which the residents in the Model 
Settlement take advantage of tho fine 
weather of the winter season: Half of 
‘the foreign population, from the middle 
of November till sume undefined time 
in the spring of the year, can scarcely 
be said to be chez eux, unless indeed 
we dub with the name of home those 
singular specimens of naval architec- 
ture denominated house-boats, Durin, 

this serson of temporery withdraw 

from the rights of society, the indivi- 
dual may be said to have put on a1 

other nature, so that itis hard to di 
tinguish, in the rough and ready spor' 
man or explorer, the noli me tangere ‘of 
ordinary Shanghai life. Strangerthanall, 
perhaps, istheindulgence with which this 
annual malady ofthe -place is look- 
ed upon by those few who do not take 
advantage of the opportunities provided 
for a continuous outing. Unlike the 
morbid dislike which frequenters of 
scientific or quasi-scientific meetings 
display to their theatrical co-residents, 
or which the mnsical or athletic 
sections of the community affect to- 
wards those whose predilections differ 
in these important elements; far re- 
moved, too, from the jealousy which 
paper-hunters evince towards boating 
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men, or both towards volunteers, is the 
general acquiescence with which the 
trip up-country is regarded. We have 
often heard of busiuess failures caused by 
excessive devotion to racing, to boating, 
or the other out-door amusements of 
ordinary life ; but never we believe did 
any one come seriously to grief for an 
absonce on an up-country trip. “ Ono 
touch of nature makes the whole 
world kin ;” we are all strangers and 
sojourners in a foreign land; and this 
fact probably leads us to look with 
approving eyes ou a pursuit which 
is but the cousequence (extreme 
though it may be) of the spirit which 
has induced “us to leave bebind us 
the comforts aud commonplaces of 
a home residence, to seek far away 
a life of adventure if not of enduring 
success. Apart from this, however, 
which may be considered the romantic 
sido of the question, there are physical 
advantages in tho custom which cannot 
be denied. Tho bracing air of the up- 
lands, opposed to the comparative 
stagnation of the settlements ; the free 
exposure to tho sun and wind, the 
former of which we believe to be general- 
ly avoided to. degree burtfal to our 
Bodily faculties; the freedom from ar- 
tificial restraint encouraged by the 
absence of critical neighbours, have 
all their effect in increasing the 
charm of a voyage in itself the 
most barren of incident which it is 
easy to conceive. That travelling in 
a boat at the rate of two to three 
miles au hour, living on preserved 
provisions or stores laid in before 
starting, with the chance of a stray 
shot at a pheasant or a hare, should be 
agreeable, cau only be fully explained on 
some of the suppositions we have men- 
tioned above. For meu who cannot shoot 
seem to onjoy these trips as much as the 
keenestsportsman. Yet, weekafter weeks, 
tho number of those who avail them- 
selves of an excuso to view the low 
level banks of the Soochow Creek or 
the Hwangpn, suffers no diminution. 
Better dinners can be procured at home 
than the finest ever tarned out in a 
house-boat ; yet the devilled pheasaut 
or the Oxford sausage, hastily pro- 
duced, without any of the improve- 
ments of French cookery or elaborate 
service, bas a charm which Taipandom 
Kknoweth not. “ Better,” says the phil- 
osopher, “is n dry crast, and quietness 
therewith, than a honse fall of conten- 
tion”—(we shall not finish the sen- 
tence, as scarcely to our point at pre- 
sont); and though we may not in our 
model abode often have to complain of 
contention, there is often that feeling 
of repression which, when experienced 
continually, has, donbtless, the effect of 
souring ‘the mind and narrowing 
tho intellect. To this evil we believe 
the up-country trip to be the nataral 
and best antidote. More cures have 
been wrought by a trip to the hills, 
insignificant as these are, than by the 
most powerful medicine of the doctor ; 
and, though we are not disposed to call 
in question the skill of the latter, it is 
surprising how many of the lesser 
ailments of humanity give way be- 
fore a treatment which flies in the face 
of all empiricism. What so likely to 
increase Jones’ rheumatism as to go 
of in a dreughty boat with insufficient 
covering ? Bechaps the roof leaks and 














the rains of heaven descend on his 
couch ; most likely the crash of a colli- 
sion calls him from his bed in the mid- 
dle of the night, and be rushes half 
frantically into the cold raw night, to 
vont his displeasure; he wades up. to 
his middle across half frozen creeks; 
he exposes himself to hail aud rain, 
sanshine and showers; alters all 
Lis regalar habits, dines when he 
should tiffin, or perhaps goes without 
either; tea is bis drink one day, the 
next, in desperation, he applies himself 
to cocktails; he mixes his liquors in a 
way uvhenrd of by civilised society ; 
yet, instead of being bronght back in 
articulo, he appears next day on the 
Band as well as ever and as lively as a 
cricket. What bas happened to 
Jones has happened to many of us. 
‘The change of air may have had its 
effect, but it is probably the chango of. 
customs and of our social life which 
has really been instrumental in im- 
proving our tone. Home may be good 
asa rule, however homely ; but oxpe- 
rience teaches us that sometimes we 
can enjoy its comforts the better for 
an occasioual absence. 








cHurstMas. 


Every one knows that Yulo is an old 
English term for Christmas; that the 
two words are, in fact, convertible 
names for the great festival of the 
christian year. But every one per- 
haps does not realise how completely 
Christmas is continuation of the Yule 
feast of our ancestors. Of course it is 
not likely that the 25th December is 
the real date of the Nativity ; for we 
find that the festival was held at vari- 
ous periods of the year by the earlier 
churches; some Kept it ‘in January, 
others in April, and others even so late 
as May. Among the causes which led 
to the fixing of the 25th December as 
the date of its observance in Europe, 
perbaps the most powerful was that our 
heathen ancestors considered the win- 
ter solstice the most important period 
of the year;—as the period of renewal 
of life in the powers of Nature—and 
always celebrated the season with great 
festivity. It was then that the Germans 
held their great Yule-feast, in honor of 
the fiery sun-wheel (hveol), believiu; 

that, in the twelve days from the 25t 

December to the 6th January, they 
could trace the personal movements on 
earth of their great deities. It would 
seem that, as happened in many other 
cases, the heathen rite was taken asa 
basis for the Christian festival ; so that, 
in keeping up the festivities of Christ- 
mas-tide, we are perpetuating, with a 
higher aim, the customs of our ances- 
tors. Indeed, shreds of the old faith 
survived in Europein a more distinct 
form, up to the commencement of the 
present century. So late as 1823, the 
inbabitants of thevillage of Konz, on the 
Moselle, had a custom, on St. John’s 
eve, of taking a great wheel wrapped in 
straw to the top of a neighbouring 
eminence, and auking it roll down the 
hill, flaming all the way. If it reached 
th Moselle, alight, a good vintage was 
anticipated; and Grimm records the 
existence of a similar usage at Tries. 
In the greenery with which we deck 
our honses and placesof worship, and in 
our Christmas trees laden witk gifts, we 








have a relic of the symbols by which 
our forefathers signitied their faith in 
the power of the returningsun to clothe 
the earth again with green, and bang 
new fruit on the trees ; aud the farmety . 
still eaten on Christmas eve or morn- 
ing, in many parts of England, seems to 
be a lingering memory of the offeriags 
paid to Hulda, the Northern Ceres. 
The festivities approprinted to 
Christmas bave much fallen off of late 
years ; at one time they were kept vigo- 
rously up till twelfth night, and lasted 
with more or less spirit even to Can- 
dlemas. Now, though the season is 
still kept up as holiday, the family 
gathering at the Christmas dinnor is 
rapidly becoming theouly represoutative 
of tho old festivities. In Shanghai, we 
have not even this privilege; but we 
contrive to make ourselves pretty happy 
atUhristmastime, notwithstanding. The 
meu who go up country shooting, get 
sport that is hardly to bo equalled. 
Yielding results nearly as good as the 
miserable battue which lias come into 
yogue at home, it involves, however, 
far more skill and healthy oxercise. 
And the Christmas dinner can be pro- 
pared very nearly as Inxuriously, and 
eaten perhaps with better appetite in 
a comfortable house-boat, than in a 
Shanghaimansion. Men whodo not care 
to wage war against pheasants or boar, 
or who “canuot get away,” are still 
not desperate objects of pity. They 
mako the best substitate in their pow- 
er for family parties, in large gather- 
ings of their friends ; and by uo means 
neglect the festive features which en- 
tered so largely into the Yule-tide core- 
monies of our Norse and Teuton ances- 
tors. We wish all alike success, in their 
efforts to spend a Merry Christmas. 














INDIA AND TURKISTAN. 
Ustixt most other governments which 
havo existed during historic times, that 
of England has almost invariably’ been 
behind tho spirit of the age, ‘l'o pri- 
vate enterprise rather than to govern 
mental foresight, are to be attributed 
most of the onward steps to which 
the present position of the Empire 
is dno. India, the North American 
Colonies, Australia, New Zealand, and 
China itself, are instances of this great 
fact. We may say, indeed, that nearly all 
the acquisitions of Great Britain have 
been gained in spite of the opposition 
of tho government, which at last, to pro- 
tect interests involving the well-being 
of large sections of the population, has 
been forced to acknowledge what’ has 
been won without its aid and often ia 
spite of its remonstranees. We,iu China, 
havo beon long accustomed to this neg: 
lect, and have not failed to utter our 
complaints; but not alone we, but wo 
may add the wholeof central and eastern 
Asia has been persistently ignored by 
the various governments which have 
held office in England for the last 
quarter of acentary. Tbe murder of 
Conolly and Stoddard at Bokhara, and 
respecting which no action was ever 
taken on our part, is an instance in 
point. The persistency with which the 
Indian, aided and abetted by the Home 
Government, has refused to sauction or 
assist the exploration of the little 
known districts lying on the northern 
and eastern frontiers of our Indian 
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dominions, isonly thecarrying out of the 
old principle. Whether privateindivida- 
als ecdk to open up intercourse with the 
southwest provinces of China, through 
the frontierstates of Burmab; or whether, 

in, they seek commanication with 
the ‘slates being formed to the west of 
China, and’ which have already expres- 
sed their willingness to hold intercourse 
with''our merchants, the same spirit 
of opposition has’ been displayed. It 
is therefore a subject of congratulation 
that, at the last, oar Indian authorities 
hava:been forced by private enterprise 
to tolerate, if nothing more, the open- 
ing up of intercourse with Eastern 
Tarkistan. The steps of the process 
gre curious, and well deserve to be 
noticed. Mr. Douglas Forsyth, employ- 
ed diplomatically in Cashmere, conceived 
that: the inhabitants of the couutry 
reterrel to, having been cut off by their 
‘own’ rebellion from intercourse with 
China, which formerly supplied them 
witli tea, would be glad to hail the re- 
appeéarance’of their favourite beverage, 
could it be supplied from the planta 
tions of Assam. A single horse-load of 
the article was accordingly sent across 
the monntai ‘a present to the new 
ruler,’ Being thankfully received, one 
of the British caltivators, desirous of 
taking advantage of the opening, got 
up, on his own account, a caravan to 
cross the lofty passes of the Karakoran 
and Kwenlun, which he determined to 
accompany in person. After various 
turns of fortune, he at last sacceeded in 
gaining over the raler of the new State, 
‘who'sent an envoy to H. E. the Gover- 
nor-General, and to the Queen of Great 
Britain. The Earl of Mayo, seeing 
the importance of the now alliance, 
not only received the embassy in due 
form, but determined’ on’ sending auo- 
ther in return; for which purpose 
he wisely, though perhaps inconsis- 
tently with the usual routine of such 
matters, chose Messrs. Forsyth and 
Shaw, the latter cultivator who 
had, at personal risk, succeeded in estab- 
lishing, by his adventurous journey, the 
entente cordiale. 

This, taken in connection with the 
journey of Mr. Hayward to explore the 
elovated Pamir Steppe, and the persist- 
ent attempts of Major Sladen and 
others to open the South-western route, 
between Burmah and China, aro evi- 
dences that, however desirous of hold- 
ing back, the British Government is 
being forced forward on the road of 

rogress. Whether the advances of 

assia, ato to be interpreted as hay- 
ing a peacefal or warlike object, it is 
none ‘the less obligatory on us to bo 
able at least to hold our own in Central 
Asia. Irrespective of the advantage 
to be'derived from the extension of our 
influence on the western portions of 
China, the countries themselves seem 
well able to support au extensive trade. 
Rich in minerals, in wool staffs and in 
silks, there are many other articles of 
whicli theso districts stand in need. 
‘Tho supplanting of Chinese by British 
tea is ‘not likely to be the only com- 
mercial result’ of extended intercourse, 
while ‘Yakoob Beg, the new raler of 
Chitieso Turkistan, has already proved 
himéelf‘to be too able a man to despise 
the advantages ‘to be gained by a firm 
alliaiice at Calentta. =~ - 























THE BURNING OF THE BRITISH CONSULATE. 


We regret very much to have to record. 
the occurrence of an exceptionally disas- 
trous conflagration, involving the total 
destruction of the British Consulate. 
About midnight on Friday, the Consulate 
night-watchman observed smoke issuing 
from the roof over the South-east corner 
of that building, and immediately com- 
municated the alarm to Mr. Medhurst 
and other gentlemen in the neighbourhood. 
The police were soon apprised, and as their 
informant kept his alarm rattle going as he 
hastened along the streets to the station, 
and the hour, was not, yet one, of general 
slumber, he also attracted the attention of 
numerous residents, But so cold was the 
night, and so ordinary is the occur- 
rence of Chinese fires, that in many cases 
it was not till the repeated and urgent 
ringing of the bell induced inquiries, that 
a general knowledge of the catastrophe 
impending was arrived at, Many residents 
indeed remained in ignorance till next day, 
that a fire had occurred—showing how in- 
efficient, except for the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, the low position of the fire-bell 
at present renders it. 

Those early on the spot, including Mr. 
‘Medhurst with theSuperintendent of Police 
and a few gentlemen living near, found, on 
entering, that the floor-sleepers of the room 
on the second floor occupied by the Chief 
Tudge’s private secretary, were burning, but 
the smoke was here so great that their ob- 
servation was directed. to it from the room 
below, where its effects were to be seen on 
the ceiling. The fire, it is conjectured, had 
been caused by cinders carelessly raked 
from the grate of the: room dropping on 
the supports of the floor, which Chinese con- 
tractors generally place in dangerous prox- 
imity to fire-places. At this time, about 
half an hour after the first alarm, the fire 
only smouldered, and the room was shroud- 
ed in accumulations of smoke; buit slight ap- 
prehension was entertained of its spreading 
beyond where it had originated. Water was 
to be had with difficulty, but a couple of 
buckets were secured and dashed on, and 
proved nearly effectual-in extinguishing it. 
It was only partially checked, however; and 
must have had a firmer hold than was at 
first suspected, for before another supply of 
water was got, it resumed its sway more 
strongly than before. Still, it did not look 
formidable, and though much smoke arose, 
the careful exclusion of draughts prevent- 
ed the flames from bursting out for a time. 
While thus temporising with it till effective 
assistance should appear, however, the op- 
Portunity was lost ; for before the next 
supply “of water ‘Was brought, the room 
became unfit to enter, the flames burst out 
fiercely and, seizing on everything inflam- 
mable, spread with lightning rapidity 
throughout the room, out by the windows, 
along the balustrades of the verandah, and 
with a roar like thunder passed round the 
building, outside and inside, fanned by the 
strong frosty wind. The gentlemen in the 
various departments of the Consulate who 
were on the spot, with the assistance of 
others who had come'up, hastened to secure 
such’ property and papers as were’ deemed 
most valuable ; and, though much was lost, 








numerousimportantdocumentsand registers 
were saved. The duty was one however 
involving considerable danger to those en: 
gaged in it, the smoke having densely per- 
meated the whole building, and the rapidity 

with which the flames were. spreading. 
threatening to cut off the retreat of those- 
who had entered the upper rooms. The- 
Consul, forinstance, who was endeavouring: 
to save some papers from his: own office; 

and several otliers, found their way with 

great difficulty from the dark and smoke- 

filled rooms ; anda couple of Miholoongs, 

who had to abandon all hope of getting 

down by the now burning staircase, escaped 
from the verandah, also burning, bya ladder. 

Between.the. time the fire was first noticed: 
and its passing beyond the room in which it 

broke out, nearly an hour and a half elap- 

sed, while a couple of minutes after it had 

done so, the fate of the Consulate was 

sealed. 

‘The Fire éngines of the S. F. D. were 
more tardy than usual in coming up: Tho 
Companies from No. 3 District did not 
arrive till the whole building was in a 
blaze. Hongkew Engine No. 2, though on 
the ground early, was not properly officered 
and did but feeble service. Shanghai No. 1 
and Deluge Steamer No. 4 were, with the 
Mih-ho-loong Hook and Ladder Company, 
quickly on the spot, but by a strange fatali- 
ty neither No. 1 nor No. 4 could bring a 
stream to play on the fire until too late to 
save property, and it remained for No. 5 
French and No. 3 Kin-lee-yuen, which came 
up as soon as the general alarm sounded, to 
be of real service and save the newly. erect- 
ed portion of the Consular buildings, No.4 
“Deluge,” which promised..so much, and. 
had even hose laid anda pipo ready-to play: 
upon the flames, failed to take water at the 
critical moment, By-the exertions of some 
of the officers of the 8. F, D. and the police 
under InspectorStripling, No, 2 was brought 
into the Consular compound, and placed to 
take the water from No. 1, but'when the 
stream was brought to bear on the fire the 
whole building was ablaze. Fortunately, 
the lately built portion of the Consulate, 
with its Court of Justice &c., was connected. 
by the wings only: with the old building, 
and here the firemen did good service and 
saved that portion from destruction by cut: 
ting off the fire as it approached from either 
end. ‘The Mih-ho-loongs, Kin-lee-yuen 
No. 3, and French Co. No. 5, after a gal- 
lant struggle with the flames were finally. 
masters of their ground, and kept the.fire 
from spreading beyond the original build- 
ing. ‘Too much credit cannot be awarded 
to the Firemen who on: this bitter cold 
night, when the water froze on their clothes 
as they held the pipes or Inid the hose up 
the ladders, faithfully toiled away ‘from 
midnight until dawn. While some thus 
shivered with cold as they worked, others 
were on the roofs and in the doorways 
half stifled with smoke and blistering with 
the heat, as. they fought the flames. with 
their hooks and axes... By 3,30°a.m. the 
fire had done its worst,:the roof of the 
Consulate had fallen in with’ loud crashes, 
and oddying flames had wrapped the. whole’ 
in one embrace, “Myriads of burnt embers 
ahd cinders rose’ from the snioking masi, 
and were driven before the north-west gale 
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all over the Bund, and of that stately , 
fice, which lately stood with its long massive 
front overlooking the best portion of Shang- 
hai, nothing but blackened walls remained. 

Unfortunate, however as is the loss of a 
public building which was an ornament to) 
the Bund, the public loss would have been 
greater, had the documents it contained 
‘been involved in the ruin. We are glad to 
learn that this, to a great extent, was. not 
the case; but that a large proportion of 
the important papers were either taken 
ont before the flames gained mastery, or 
were secured in fire-proof safes. 

‘When the first alarm was given, as the 
office of the Judge’s private Secretary only 
was on fire, and the prospect of the rest of 
the building going seemed remote, the 
gentlomen on the spot confined their 
efforts for some time to this, and the ad- 
joining Supreme Court Offices, confident 
‘that the Fire Brigade would be able to save 
the remainder of the building. Had it 
been otherwise, nearly everything might 
have been got out, so long was the fire con- 
fined to the S.E. corner. 

‘As it is—to begin with the worst losses— 
the Records of Consular ConresroxpENce, 
from the foundation of the Consulate, have 
been lost, excepta few stray volumes. The 
Chinese correspondence in the Interpreter’s 
office has been also lost. The title-deeds 
of foreign-owned property in the Vice-Cox- 
sur’s office have been saved. The deeds 
were enclosed in covers, which were, in 
many cases, charred; and the condition 
of the documents was not improved by a 
douche of water, to which they were subject- 
ed when the safe was opened, and they were 
seen to bo smoking. Still, they are all le- 
gible. But the original Chinese title-deeds, 
which were locked in a safe not fire-proof, 
have been reduced to a heap of tinder. 
A word of explanation may be necessary, 
to enable those unacquainted with the 
mysteries of land tenure in Shanghai, 
to understand the distinction. The original 
Chinese title-deeds of land bought by for- 
eignors are kept in the Consulate. The 
foreign purchaser merely gets, and transfers, 
scopy of the Consulate Register. It is 
these Registers which are safo—the Chi- 
neso deeds which are lost. Probably it will 
be no great disadvantage to get title-deeds 
made out afresh, in the Taotai’s office, in 
the namo of the real occupants, now so 
many changes have taken place. 

Turning, now, to the Surrrixc Orrice, 
‘we are glad to learn that all the ships’ re- 
gisters since 1864 have been saved except 
‘one, which was overlooked and which eame 
to light among the rubbish, shrivelled into 
a remarkable likeness to a Japanese to- 
bacco-pouch. ‘Those before 1864, which 
were in another part of the building, havo 
been lost. Ships’ articles and papers, re- 
gistries of entries and clearances ; transfer 
Beoks and bills of sale were also saved. 
In fact we may safely say that nothing of 
serious importance from this office has been 
lost. 

All the Coxsuzarz Accounts of the cur- 
rent year were saved ; but those of past 
years are burned. It will be a lasting blot, 
tov, on the intelligence of the Mih-holoongs 
and others concerned, that the Registra- 
tion Lists of British subjects for the past 
two years have been. saved. . It behoved 








every one, entering this office, despite the 
excitement of the moment, to look careful- 
ly after these invidious documents and to 
pitch them into the hottest part of the 
flames. We believe one man did succeed 
in capturing a few stray ones, aud dealt with 
them as they deserved. The registers of 
Marriages and Births were saved ; that of 
Deaths is burned. All the old accounts 
of Deceased Estates are burned ; but those 
which are now current, in the hands of 

‘The Supreme Cover, are saved. The 
property which was in hand is also believed 
to be all saved, except some minor items 
which could not be disposed of, and private 
papers which were waiting orders from re- 
lations as to their disposal. The current 
Bankruptcy accounts have been also saved, 
though many of the old ones, which were 
comparatively valueless, are lost. The 
Judges’ note-books, judgments, originals of 
pleadings &c., which were amongst the most 
important documents of the Court, were 
also saved ; as was the greater part of the 
LawLibrary. Thelargerportion of thethings 
in Mr. Goodwin’s room, which was next 
that in which the fire broke out, was 
inevitably lost—amongst them Mr. Good- 
win’s despatch-box, which was once res- 
cued almost at the risk of his life by Mr. 
Stripling, and handed to a member of the 
Consulate, who handed it to a constable, 
who appears to have put it down again in a 
passage and left it to be burned. And we 
may here take the opportunity of paying a 
high tribute to Mr. Stripling’s exertions 
throughout the fire, which were remarkable 
even where so many did well. We donot 
purpose mentioning names, as we believe 
the publicity will be distasteful to those who 
pluckily did the duty they had undertaken ; 
the praise of those who saw good work 
done and who will spread the record, in 
private conversation, will, we are sure, be 
a more welcome reward than printed 
adulation. 

‘The Supreme Court correspondence and 
supply™of, stationery is all gone, as we be- 
lieve aro ‘the’ official toga and perruque 
of a member of the bar. Mr. Good- 
win was more fortunate ; his gown turned 
upsafe, though not altogether sound, though 
his wig fell a prey to the devouring 
element, together with several specimens 
of natural history which were standing in his 
office. It will be also gratifying to members 
ofthe A.D. C. to learn that Lacy’s book 
of Costumes (which was in the custody of 
a prominent member of their body) has 
come safely out of the struggle ; and it was 
especially gratifying to ourselves to find 
afile of the N.-C. Daily News standing 
alone in the compound, on a table ap- 
propriated to itself ; while hundreds of .- 
C. Herald expresses were flying recklessly 
about, and some it is said were even waited 
to Pootung, in tardy pursuance of their 
errand. That the Consulate file of the 
Y.-C. Herald should have been burned, is 
really a pity ;for the pages of that paper 
contain the only complete history of events 
in the early days of the settlements; and 
Friday night’s accident reduces the remain- 
ing complete sets, so far as we are aware, 
to two—one in our own, and one in the 














‘Municipal Council Offices. Among other 
property saved, was a lot of valuable 
Chinese enamels, which had been brought 





into Mr, Medhurst’s office for inspection, 
and which chanced tobe lying there on 


the night of the fire. Desiring, naturally, 
to rid himself of the responsibility, 
after the previous night’s experience, he 
ordered them to be sent back the next 
morning to their owner. But his servants 
demurred ; they belonged to him. They 
had been salved by him, or rather by his 
servants; and this, by Chinese custom, 
vested in him the proprietary right. English 
custom, however, not coinciding, it is need- 
less to say the plea was overruled, 

We had almost omitted, before closing 
our narrative, to mention a loss sustained 
by the Volunteers. The new Flag present- 
ed to them in October Ist was burned ; 
and they will have, now, to fall back on 
the old Colours of 1854, which they still 
lookon with so much pride and gratification. 
If we may venture a suggestion, it would 
be that the ladies should now work, with 
their own fair hands, upon these old co- 
ours, the dates of 1859-60-61, and 1870, 
in which the S. V. C. has subsequently 
come to the fore; thus making this pri- 
meval flag a complete memorial of its his- 
tory! 

The British Consulate is now houscless ; 
and will have, for some time to come, to be 
a tenant of somo private hong. A telegram 
announcing the catastrophe was sent off 
by the steamer Danube, for transmission to 
England, andthe words “purely accidental,” 
were carefully added, to provent H. M, 
Government from sending off an army on 
the spot, under an impression that the fire 
was an incident ina Chinese rising. Mr. 
Gladstone and Lord Granville have shown 
such solicitude for our welfare during tho 
late troubles, that it is impossible to say 
what reckless step—short of putting them- 
selves in our place—they might have taken, 
had a careful explanation not beon appond- 
edto the announcement. A fearful politi- 
cal struggle will of course take place, over 
the event, and Sessions of discussion will 
be expended, before the estimates for erec- 
ting a new building will be passed. In the 
meantime, there are several convenient 
houses open for Mr. Medhurst’s choico— 
unless indeod a reference is required to 
Downing street, before such gravo political 
action can be taken; and we doubt not that 
fitting premises will soon be found, for 
carrying on the Consular work. 

‘A good deal has been said about the Fire 
Insurance on the Building ; and it is cer- 
tainly remarkable that the Policy expired 
on the 15th, only a week before the occur- 
rence. No possible blame however can at 
tach to the Government on this point—un- 
less it be blame for insuring at all. It is a 
recognised principle with large public com- 
panies that economy lies in taking their 
own risks; and certainly the British Govern- 
ment are suficiently large owners of pro- 
perty in different parts of the world, to 
make it worth their while to write Insur- 
ance off, in their own books, Tho fire 
broke out again during Sunday morning, at 
the northern junction of the new Supremo 
Court building with the Consulate, and 
was put out, under the direction we believe 
of Mr. Assiter, by destroying a portion of 
the connecting roof. It is a matter for 
sincere congratulation, that this handsome 








wing, which has cost some Tls. 50;000 and 
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is built with extravagant solidity, has been 
saved. Severely charred windows and doors 
on the side next the fire show how 
narrowly it escaped the fate of the main 
Block. Late on Sunday, coolies were still 
engagedextinguishingthe last embers which 
by their smoke betrayed the lingering pre- 
sence of fire. We must not omit to say that 
a party of French sailors, and of men from 
H. M.’s gunboat “Hornet” gave assistance 
during the fire ; and returned on Saturday 
to pull down such of the hanging ruins as 
might be dangerous. 





kWEIcHOW, 

The province of Kweichow is again being 
devastated by Rebels. These plunderers 
have now changed their tactics. They do 
not travel, as formerly, by troops of some 
ten thousand men, with women and child- 
ren, who of course retard their march and 
a0 give time to the country people to es- 
eape or to prepare for defence. They now 
‘band into gangs of 100 or 200, or at most 
1,000 each, and spread over the whole 
country. Most frequently nothing is known 
of their whereabouts till their presence is 
suddenly revealed by the smoke of some 
Durning village, and the fight of a crowd 
‘of country people who have escaped the 


slaughter. In the district of Gan-chen, 
many have been burned. The city 
of Tin-ai, which was just recovering from 








& previous sack, has been retaken, and 
the officer in command and some twenty 
of his men killed. : 

In the midst of all this disorder, what 
are the mandarins doing? Nothing.’ Thoy 
could easily muster forces to destroy the 
robbers if they chose; but they do not 
‘want the rebellion to end, because it gives 
them an excuse for extorting money from 
the people. Besides which, large sums of 
money are annually appropriated to Kwei- 
chow from other rich provinces of the Em- 

ire, for the purpose of suppressing the re- 

lion; but the mandarins pocket the 
greater portion. And when they do send 
soldiers into the ficld, these, not having 
been paid, turn robbers ‘as well, plundering 
and laying waste the whole country. The 
soldiers are in fact more terrible to the 
people than the Rebels. This is a picture 
of the present state of Kweichow, painted 
by a perfectly reliable hand. How admi 
rably democratic institutions work in China! 
How well the mandarins—chosen from the 
ranks of the people—represent the interests 
of tho masses ; do they not ? 


: Bublic Mectings. 


EGYPTOLOGY. 


The first of the course of lectures adver- 
tised was given by C. W. Goopwrx, Esq., 
Deputy Chief Judge, in the Asiatic Society's 
Rooms, on the 19th inst., the subject being 
“Egyptology.” We offer a very brief out 
line of the lecture, which was highly in- 
structive and popularly treated. 

‘Mr. Goopwis commenced by observing 
how Egyptian research came to be the 
“ology” which formed the title of his 
lecture. It was a science studied by a very 
few, and several carly writers had even 
attempted to cast derision upon it as mere 
charlatanism, unworthy of a position in 
didactic science ; more especially Sir G. 

wall Lewis, who in a book  publish- 
ea shortly before his death, arrived at 
the conclusion that the discovery and 
observations on Egyptian lore made by 
his favourite Greeks and Romans should 
‘be considered to have exhausted the 
field. But his work displayed the most 














complete and inexcusable ignorance, for 
lately, under the hands of a few explorers, 
Egyptology has continued to yield as- 
tounding results, though it wad only re- 
cently, that the science, with that of 
Assyriology, came to isedamongthe 
‘logies. ‘Phe name “Egypt” was one which 
represented at once to the mind fossil civi- 
lization and a forgotten history, both as 
remarkable as any that had since been re- 
corded, but long ago faded from the recol- 
lection’ of mankind, and to restore this 
obliterated book: was the bject of Bap 
ology. Fifty years Egypt had been 
a sealed my that was known 
of its ancient history was to be found 
in the Scriptures, or what we were accus- 
tomed to regard as the half-fabulous nar- 
rative of Herodotus—still was she sacred 
and silent as her Sphinx ; but it was about 
this time that Francis Champollion discover- 
ed the true key: to. Egyptian writings. 
‘This was the discovery that the wri 
on the Rosetta stone, now in the Britisl 
‘Museum, was both hieroglyphic and al- 
phabetic, that the written language really 
possessed a phonetic alpabet, though mixed 
up and obscured by the addition of the sys- 
tem of symbolism. This discovery was the 
key to the meaning of the inseription which 
had bafled previous inguirers, and its 
value was readily proved by comparison 
with Coptic, the ancient language of Egypt. 
Champollion left behind him a grammar of 
the language, which he said, when dy- 
ing, would be his carte de visite to posterity, 
and it was by. the light of his discovery 
and by the aid of his work that Egypi- 
ologists now endeavoured to read the an- 
cient manuscripts and inscriptions. The 
task was a difficult though absorbing one, 
for the explorer had to improve the 
mar and form a dictionary as he felt his 
way along. The Lecturer then spoke of 
the research made into the chronology 
of Egypt, a field still of much obscu- 
rity and’ doubt; and represented the 
value which its determination would have, 
as the most ancient of the world that by 
which all subsequent time would be re- 
gulated. At present they could not do so 
with perfect satisfaction, but it was be- 
lieved that her first king reigned 4,000 
years before Christ, and that the Pyramids 
were built 500 or 600 years later, though 
there was no date as yet against which 
objection could not be ference 
was made to the books of the Papyrus reed, 
2a facsimile of which was shown, and when 
he (the lecturer) told them that the original 
was four thousand years old, they would 
‘with him in Gelieving’it £9 he the 
oldest in the world. Of Greek manuscript 
they had nothing more than 1,500 years 
old. ‘The subject matter of the work was 
a series of proverbs, written 1,000 years 
before Solomon. There was also a “Book 
of the Dead,” ‘a similarly ancient book, 
having for its object to preserve the bodies 
and souls of the dead from the dangers 
which would encompass them after death. 
Other fragments of Egyptian literature 
had been found, comprising tales of their 
ancient times, doings of warlike kings, 
‘and_a tale after the style of 
Nights.” ‘The lecturer then 
 leseription of, the written 
language and the anak tween it an 
Chinese, He did not, however, believe with 
Callery that there was any affinity of origin, 
Dut that the workings of the human mind 
in each country had produced results bear- 
ing a resemblance in some though not 
in important respects. He particularly 
instanced the finding of porcelain vases of 
Chinese manufacture in Egyptian tombs 
supposed to have remained inviolably closed 
for 1500 the vases having the further 
interest of being older than the recorded 
invention of in. Enquiry, however, 
in which Mr. Medhurst, H. B. Bf. Consul 
took part, proved that the vases must have 
been placed in the tombs by the Arabs, in 
orderto bear an increased valueby theirpre- 
sence there, as the writing on them was from 












some 7 
the “Arabian 
ve a minute 


poets of the Tang dyn: ot more than 
1,000 years old. Mr. Goodwin combated the 
theory put forward by Piazzi Smyth, that 
the ids were erected to preserve 
standards of measurement, and held that as 
tombs only had they come to exist. The 
religion of the Egyptians was of a much 
higher order than they generally got credit 
for. In ancestral worship and the care 
with which they selected and prepared 
their ‘eternal mansions” they greatly re- 
sembled the Chinese. Of the Israelites 
in Egypt, no positive mention could be 
found, though there was frequent mention 
of slaves, and an extradition treaty regard- 
ing them was entered into with neighbour- 
ing states. 

‘Mr. Goopwrx wound up an eloquent 
peroration by saying that, to have treated 
the subject exhaustively, ten lectures in- 








stead of one would have been necessary. If 
he had another fifty years of life he would 
gladly devote it ; and he should find work, 
in the elucidation of the science of Egyp- 
tology, to oceupy ital. 

Mr.’ Resi moved a cordial vote of 
thanks to Mr. Goodwin, ‘There was nothing 
more pleasing to an audience than to hear 
a valuable paper read by one who tho- 
roughly loved his subject and who felt a 
real pleasure in communicating it. 

‘Mr. Goopwrs said he felt’ very much 
obliged to them for the attention they had 
given him. 














TAR 8, V. C, PARADE, 


‘The march out and sham fight on Thurs- 
day, were as complete a success as the 
programme deserved ; the muster was good ; 
the afternoon was cool enough to make 
doubling across country rather a pleasant 
exercise; the fighting on both sides was 
determined, and the beer and sandwiches 
were excellent. 

‘The order of the day was that Nos. 1 
and 2 Rifle Companies, with a half battery 
of Artillery, under the command of Captain 
Maclean, should march out to the Bub- 
dling Well; and there fight a battle with 
force which would leave the Settlement 
half an_hour later—comprising the Miho- 
Joongs, No. 8 Company, the angers and 
another half battery of Artillery—under 
the command of Captain Brewer. 

Having engaged a War correspondent in 
each camp, we trust that we may be able 
to give some idea of the engagement ; but 
our correspondent with the Enemy, whose 
letter we print first, quotes Sir William 
Napier’s history of the Peninsular War, to 
prove that aman in the ranks cannot be 
expected to form a comprehensive idea of 
what is taking place. Marching backwards 
and forwards, firing at intervals, forming to 
receive cavalry, a desperate melée and a 
delicious sense of safety, are the prevailing 
impressions. 

(From ovr ConresronpENt WITit THE 

Een.) 

Nos. 1 and 2 Companies fell in on the 
Bund at alscp 7-20 psn the feemer in the 
‘absence of Captaii ‘lean, who was com- 
manding the detachment, and of Lieutenant 
Forbes, who is away from Shanghai,—was 
commanded by Captain Howard ; the latter, 
in the absence of Captain ‘Cann, by 
Lieutenant Pearson. We wore soon joined 
by No. 1 gun, under the command of Cap- 
tain Hayes, and marched ont to take up 
our ground—No. 2 Co. leading, Artillery 
second, and No. 1 bringing up’ the rear. 
Filing over the bridge nearly opposite 
Oliver's bungalow, position was taken up 
behind a bamboo grove and a lot of graves. 
—No. 2 thrown out in skirmishing order, 
and No. 1 formed up as Reserve. Various 
alarms were given, and a good deal of 
desultory firing took place, before the 
position of the attacking force was fairly 
realised ; but it soon became evident that 
a portion of them were advancing up the 
Bubbling Well Rosd, and. others skirmish- 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Dec. 28, 1870. 


The 2.-C. Herald and S. C. & C. Gasette. 


465 





ing up through the fields from the back of 
Eames’ bungalow; and we had to fall back 
towards the Sikaway road, to avoid being 
‘outflanked. : 

No. 1 Company here missed a splendid 
opportunity of capturing the opposing gun, 
hhad they only known it. It was appa- 
rently unsupported, but we did not know 
that the ammunition box had got jammed, 
and that it was therefore temporarily de~ 
fenceless. Still, discretion was the better 
part of valour, and we did wisely in 
doubling sharply back to rejoin No. 2, 
from whom there was danger of our bei 
cut off by the Miho-loongs, who appeare 
in force on our left. 

It was here, about half a mile south of 
the Bubbling Well, that the battle was 
fought—and drawn; and here that the 
obtusoness to the general progress of 
events, described by Sir William Napier as 
prevailing in the mind of each individual 
soldier, began to oppress your correspon- 
dent, “The severe double of about half a 
mile down the road was oue of the first 
symptoms of danger ; and I fear the caval- 
ry would have been’ able to capture seve- 
ral stragglers, had they come up before our 
new position was attained. Fortunately, 
however, we had time to collect and form 
rallying square, before they thought of an 
attack, ‘The appearance of a strong body 
advancing from the direction of Sikavei 
was the signal for No. 1 toform a square, 
which apparently looked impracticable to 
the assailants, as they filed off under a 
smart fire; and the Rifles wore again 
thrown out as skirmishers, to oppose a body 
of infantry who were advancing from the 
North and West of the Bubbling Well. 

‘The battle was now getting fierce ; Nos. 
1 and 2 Companies were strongly posted 
amid a number of graves and, admirably 
supported by their Artillery, kept up 2 
heavy fire on the advancing foe ; more 
than’ once, however, having to form rally- 
ing square at their quickest, to repel de- 
termined charges of cavalry, in which arm 
our assailants had so great an advantage. 
‘The Miho-loongs, however, advanced gal- 
lnntly, taking advantage of what cover the 
ground afforded, under fire which would 
have annihilated an ordinary foe. I can an- 
swer, myself, for having shot one man three 
times through the head ; but he still strug- 
gled on with desperate tenacity. A final 
charge of cavalry, a rush to form rallying 
square, a glance behind to see No. 2 Com- 
pany drawn up in line and delivering well 
directed volleys at our assailants, a con- 
fused scnsation of fixing swords and firing 
at stray horsemen simultaneously, of ro 
jackets appearing over the graves we had 
lately maimed, and of a valiant. member 
of No. 1 flourishing the cap of Ranger 
whom he had killed by a point blank shot, 
at five paces distance—such are my con- 
cluding reminiscences. 

But now the commanding officer of the 
defensive body rides in among the comba- 
tents, followed by attendant orderly bear- 
ing a flag of truce. The peaceful herald, 
however, isa small one, and it is some 
time before the eagerly contending par- 
ties can have their attention drawn to it, 
or the officers can make themselves heard 
through the din of battle, shouting com- 
mands to cease the bloodless strife. Bye- 
and-bye it becomes the centre of observa- 
tion, and is greeted with as genuine a 
cheer as if it were the harbinger of wel- 
come armistice to hard-pressed men and 
thinned ranks; the Companies assume a 
more strictly parade exactness of forma- 
tion ; skirmishers are called in, from assi- 
uous potting of stray Rangers ; Artillery 
Timber up, and all march from the various 
quarters of the field to the highway. But 
what of the fortune of war ; and who won? 
It was of course somewhat doubtful, and 
it will be safest to say that 

“Each side having had the worst, 
‘They ended as they met at first.” 
The reunion now becomes the signal for 
a fnrther passage at arms, in which “chaff” 














does the part previously taken by gunpow- | 


der, and having thus proved there was 
no ‘ill-feeling, a ready response is made to 
the order to march back on the Bubbling 
Well. Sharply getting over the ground, 
with alternate “ double” and “ quick,” the 
men are shortly again drawn up at that 
desired haven, and favoured with a tem- 
porary release from duty in the ranks. A 
disorderly mob, they now gravitate in the 
direction of the josshouse, the headquar- 
ters of the commissariat, secure a sandwich 
‘and a glass, and with excusable haste repair 
to Mr. Evans’ beer-barrel. Simply stand- 
ing on the dray which had transported it 
thither, this bulky vessel was tapped at 
both ends, and so incessant were the de- 
mands on its excellent and refreshing con- 
tents, that the beer was permitted to flow 
continuously into the ever-ready receivers 
held under it by hands black with gunpow- 
der. Once more formed in order for march, 
a cheer for Mr. Evans and his good cheer 
was cordially given, and the Corps began 
its return—numerous tiny clonds betray- 
ing a general tendency to “soothe their 
martial souls with pleasant reek.” There 
was nothing to be noted in the brisk walk 
from the Bubbling-well ; the order “ march- 
‘at-case ” admitted of the rigid soldier bear- 
ing becoming relaxed, and the way being 
boguiled with snatches of song. When the 
Race-course was reached, some practise in 
company drill was enforced. The ordinary 
“fours” formation was altered by the coni- 
mand of “ front form company,” followed 
by a vatiety of marching movements in 
subdivisions and sections, a change of the 
position of companies, and 30 on ; well cal- 
culated to recall and extend the earlier 
training of the men. Practice of this de- 
scription was continued all the way home, 
no doubt very much to the benefit of the 
men, who, fatigued as they were, executed 
the various manceurres with creditable 
Promptness and precision. ‘The Custom 

louse was reached about six o’dlock, and 
when close column was formed on the lead- 
ing company, permission, to break-off was 
immediately’ granted, and concluded an 
afternoon of valuable experience and thor- 
oughly enjoyable exercise. 








{Frow ovr Conresvoxpest wir THE 
“Arrackixc Force.] 

‘The attacking army began tomusteronthe 
Bund, asthe gallant defenders were march 
ing off ; but had not fallen in, proved com- 
panies and got ready for the road, until 
about half an hour after Capt. Maclean's 
force had left. ‘The array under Adjutant- 
General Brewer consisted of the 3rd Com- 
pany of the Rifles, about 40 rank and file, 
under the command of Lieut. Annett, the 
Mih-ho-loongs, about 52 rank and file, under 
Capt. Rice, «troop of 20 Rangers’ under 
Licut. Bidwell, and a half battery of Ar- 
tillery under Lieut. Dallas. ‘The strains of 
martial music were wanting, owing to the 
unaccountable disappearance of the Drums, 
but the march up the Maloo was enlivened 
by the frequent witticisms of a distin- 
guished Pootung chieftain, who accom- 
panied the column as_a spectator, On 
crossing the Defence Ditch, the bridge 
over which the enemy had _unaccountably 
neglected to mine, (which indeed was 
found to be the case throughout,) our ar- 
tillery was discovered in a demoralised con- 
ition by the roadside, and there passed by 
cavalry and infantry.” A halt was accord- 
ingly ‘made opposite Groom’s bungalow, 
and the march resumed on the re-appear. 
ance of the wayward catapult. ‘This, with 
the cavalry, went on ahead of the column 
down the Cross, into the Sikawei road ; 
into which the’ infantry was taken by a 
short cut, skirting the vegetable planta 
tions of Mr. Sew-jee. The first news of 
the enemy was shortly after brought by 
the pony-Uhlans, and the Mih-ho-loongs 
were at once extended from their right, 
across the country between the two roads, 
the Rifles third, forming support on the 

















Sinza road. ‘The enemy being found to 
have withdrawn behind the Bubbling Well, 

the Mih-ho-loongs were closed again, an 

passing rapidly through the narrow street 
of that village, debouched in the open 
country to the West, the enemy being 
plainly visible in full retreat about of a 
mileto the S.S.W. Skirmishers were now 
thrown out and the reckless artillery left to 
its own devices, while grave after grave 
poured 2 mimic death on the wavering foe. 
At this juncture, fortune nearly deserted 
our front ; a cry’ of horror burst from all 
who saw the sad fatality, as our gallant 
General on his noble steed, plunged sud- 
denly beneath the whelming tide of an 
apparently insignificant creek. A hundred 
hands were quickly stretched to his rescue ; 
hero and horse were speedily drawn to dry 
land, and with a howl of vengeance against 
the ruftianly footpad who had buttered the 
bridge front which our brave Adjutant had 
fallen, we returned by a very’ cirouitous 
route to the work of extermination, Gra- 
dually the Mih-ho-loongs, supported by 
No. 3 Ritle Company, heedless oF a. gallin 

fire, closed on Marshal Maclean’s exhaustes 

troops and were gathering their energies 
fora final charge, when the pocket-hand- 
Kerchief of truce was scen waving from 
the sword-point of deprecation, ‘The 
fight was over. We tured with rapture 
from Brewer with a big B. to brewer with a 
small b., and enjoyed him thoroughly, The 
march home has been described by your 
correspondent in the opposing camp. 





Sporting. 














REGATTA, 


A very interesting race took place on 
Monday, between four of the S.¥.C. tlect, 
viz—the Falcon, Emily, Vision and Lucy, 
the Pretendzr also entered but did not start. 
Course, frommoorings opposite the Recrea- 
tion Ground, round the Great Northern 
anchored at Woosung, and to finish at the 
Police Hulk. At 10.35 the signal was wiven 
to go, and the Lucy got off very cleverly 
with the lead, closely’ followed by Emily, 
Falcon next ;’ something being foul of the 
Vision'smooringsshe did not getunderweigh 
until about three minutes after the others. 
‘The Yachts went away with a free wind, 
and on passing the harbour-master’s hulk 
the Emily was leading by half a length. 
‘The Emily and Lucy changed positions as 
the wind freshened, the Lucy again resum- 
ing the lead, which she held to. half-way 
point. Here the wind headed the yachts 
alittle, and when the beating commenced 
the Falcon gained rapidly on the Emily and 
took second place. Tack and tack they kept, 
theFalconif anythingin thebetter position. 
When here the Lucy was thrown out of the 
race, thestaysof her bumpkin parting, which 
uecessitated her anchoring to make yood 
the damage. The Emily and Vision at 
this time were nearly half « mile astern, 
The Falcon rounded the stake-boat first, 
and came home by herself, The Mision, 
aiter rounding, started on her homeward 
course, but on reaching Gough's island she 
unfortunately touched the ground and was 
immediately capsized, and as at the time the 
wind was blowing fresh her hull almost dis- 
appeared in the spray. The Emily brought 
up to take off the crew. The Lucy also 
proceeded to her assistance and was stc- 
cessfulin taking offthe Europeans. A Chinese 
boat having been procured to lay off and 
recover the wreck, the Emily and Lucy 
started for home under easy sail, giving up 
the race. The Falcon having, we under- 
stand, rounded the stakeboat’on the port 
hnnd’ she cannot claim the race, and as 
none of the others completed the course, 
it may be said to have ended ina draw. 
‘The weather was exceedingly fine but there 
was rather too much wind and sea to be 
comfortable, and we doubt very much if 
any returned with dry clothes, 
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Riscellancous, 


A TRIP TO THE TAHU. 


On the 7th May, we left Shanghai in our 
house-boats, to spend a few days..amidst 
the pretty ‘scenery around “Van Vun” 
‘and in the neighbourhood of the large lake 
called “Tai-hu.” At daylij ret Se aor 
ing morning we were passing “Sze-kong- 
que,” and at noon sighted the pagoda hill 
of “Quinsan,” which stands solitary in the 
well cultivated plain which forms the 
south-east border of the Kiangsu province. 
At 6 p.m, were passing Ta-i-ding, and at 9 
pm. arrived at Soochow, where we re- 
mained for the night ; and on the followi 
morning, continuing on our way, pass 
Hwang-dong at 9.30 a.m. and Moo-too at 
liam. Here we left the main canal and 
taking a bye creek arrived at Seaou-nin- 
jaou, whero are some large granite quarries 
worthy ofnotice. Crossing the creek we as- 
cended the Chung-lung-shan, ahill which for 
its great natural beauties deserves far 
wider notoriety amongst foreign residents 
in China than it at present possesses. 
After walking for about a mile over a well 
paved road, running through a valley 
every foot of which was teeming with the 
fruitful results of zealous husbandry,—the 
golden hues of the arious matured crops 
armonizing pleasantly with the dark green 
foliage of the densely clothed mulberry 
trees and firs,—we arrived atthe foot of the 
hill. We ascended the well paved but 
very steep path, having prettily wooded 
hills on either ‘side, from the acceptable 
shade of which came the sweet music 
notes of a warbler closely allied to our 
home songster,—the nizhtingale,— whose 
clear clarion-like trills fell pleasantly on 
our ears, as we rested to examine the pretty 
flowers at our feet, ‘The cuckoo, with its 
well known peculiar cry, was there ; and 
now, as the path runs by the side of a crys- 
tal mountain stream, we startle the gail 
coated “kingfisher” from his fish m 
and, as he dashes with lightning rapidi- 
into the jessamine bush overhanging 
1e mimic cascade, we obtain s momentary 
Hance of his emerald and amure cost 
‘oodpeckers ran rapidly up the treo 
trunks, disturbing the timid little 
squirrel, as it sat munching the acorn taken 
from its last year’s store. Orioles, like 
beautiful golden sunbeams, flashed across 
the path, eagerly secking the shelter of the 
friendly" greenwood shade; and many 
others of our feathered acquaintances were 
well represented, some of sombre color, 
whilst others happily possessed feathers of 
such brilliant hues as to outrival the pret- 
tiest artificial tints. And as they busily 
scarched the trees or ground for their food, 
or quickly ‘passed our ‘path in. happy 
possession of twig or feather for the 
construction of their nests, they would 
ever and anon stop to offer up to 
Him who had created them, | thanks 
in sweet and trilling strains. About, half 
ysay up the hill we came to a pictur- 
esque resting placo,—a kind of square shed, 
open on all sides, but roofed in and with 





te seats all round, providing rest and 

ie from the rays of a powerful tropical 
sun, alike for richand poor. Adjoining was 
a stall Temple, surrounded by very high 
trees, whose green foliage threw a very ac- 
ceptable cool shade over the house wherein 
to rest. Up to this point, on both sides of 
the path were hundreds of small trees and 
denso underwood, amongst which the fol- 
lowing well known flowers held conspicuous 
position: several kinds of azalias, rhodo- 
dendrons, acacia, roses, small camelias, 
lilies, honey-suckle, and hundreds of other 
flowers which we knew not ; firs of several 
Kinds, dwarfed oaks, briars, bamboos, large 
and small, of at least three or four varieties, 
westeria and innumerable other shrubs, some 








dried 
grass. Close to the path on the left hand 
Side, a miniature mountain stream of erystal 
water ran merrily on its ever downward 


course, enabling the fatigued pedestrian to 
satisfy his et a thirst. From this half- 
‘way house, or resting shed, to the summit of 
the “Chun-lung-shan,” the face of the hill 
swas covered with large trees of various kinds 
‘and classes, many of which border the path ; 
and as they majestically bowed their lofty 
hheads and interlocked their lichen-covered 
arms, they formed a pleasant and most 


acceptable shade. As we walked under their 
| Kind 


protecting boughs, we could not help 
noticing the deep furrows on their trunks, 
which told of many years’ exposure to the 
changes of fickle weather, from the burning 
rays of a tropical éun, to the severe blasts of 
the bitter Boreas. Nature there portrayed as 
faithfully the results of those years of trial 
and exposure upon their knotty gnarl 
stems, a8 she docs thelines of Svenitesand 
misfortune upon the face of man. Their great 
height proclaimed their antiquity, and had 
they possessed the power of description or 
ech, volumes would have been spoken of 
¢ hundreds of thousands of pi who 
i round 
the neighbourhood, and passed under their 
kindly shade, on their way to offer up their 
various sacrifices and offerings to the in- 
animate wooden gods of the ‘*Chun-lung- 
shan” ‘Temple; from the well-to-do satin 
dressed mandarin, borne along in his moun- 





‘cal | tain chair, carried on the shoulders of two 


stalwart coolies, and followed by his train 
of retainers carrying the incense for the 
‘and food for himself, down to the poor 
ybouring count » whom he had just 
assed in all hispomp and pride, whose silver 
locks and tottering steps should have dispos- 
edhis heart torenderher assistance by reliev- 
ingherof theheavy encumbrances with which 
she was painfully but perseveringly climb- 
ing ‘the steep stony pathway, to propitiate 
the gods to be good to the spirit of her better 
half, who had already preceded her to that 
chence no traveller returns. Many 
ious are the changes they could 
describe; but no! They are the silent wit 
nesses of the generations as they 
away. They have seon the child carried 
past in the arms of the abmah or nurse, 
and recognised him as he grew to manhood, 
and as the last stage of life was reached, 
and with palsied limbs and uncertain step 
he tottered by theside of his chair. ‘They 
sympathized with his decay, and when, on 
the next visit of his family to the Temple, 





they bowed their lofty heads, and on the 
gentle evening breeze, went forth a re 
Quiem for his departed spirit. 

After some little time, climbing up the 
steep ascent we arrived at the summit of 
the hill, and for fully an hour did we look 
upon and appreciate the beautiful pano- 
rama that lay around us. Looking towards 
Soochow—whose high city walls and 

loomed in the distance, in the 
‘midst of the enormous suburbs which sur- 
rotnd this renowned city on all sides—lay 
the richly cultivated plain we had just 
traversed, the various fields of grain and 
other crops rapidly acquiring the deep 
miellow tints of ripeness ; patches of beauti- 
ful dark green were formed by the leaves 


iy over the 
valley, until the eye of the charmed ad- 
mirer encountered the opposite range of 
hills and granite quarries ; turning round 
and looking West, were several ranges of 
hills, some farge, some small ; some round- 
ed in their formation and carrying vegeta- 
tion to their summits, while the sterility of 
others added not unpleasantly to the scene. 


which were prettil 





ossessing blossomsof delicatehue, whilstthe 
Fright color of others made them apparent 
at a long-distance. Wild vines, ivy, and 


Silk-farms, farm-houses, picturesque tem- 
ples and’ pagodas with their peculiar 
turned-up gables prettily. peeping out of 


pass | Lin 


of the mulberry trees, many plantations of | 





‘the dense foliage, were cosily ensconced 
sheltered nooks and well wooded. dales ; 
beyond these could be seen’ the large, lake 
“Tahu” stretching, like a ;huge mirror, 
asfaras the eye could sce, reflecting the 
pretty: islands on. its unrufiled surface,,and 
forming lovely ,picture we were sorry to 
leave ; but the “shades of eve” were ap- 
proaching rapidly; and ere we reached our 
boats darkness had overtaken us. We .got 
back in safety however, and returning to 
“ Moo-too” anchored there for the night. 











PRECIS OF MR. MOSS’ REPORT ON THE 
WEST RIVER, 


The first place noticed of any importance. 
in a trading point of view, is Wu.Chau Foo, 
about 200 miles from Canton. Here there is 
an annual consumption of 6,000 pieces of 
T.-Cloths, 2,000 pieces of Grey Shirtings, 
2,000 pieces of Linen, and a proportionate 
quantity of other manufactnred goods. The 
quantities are’ no ‘doubt. small, but when 
the heavy cost of transit is taken into con- 
sideration, there may probably be room to 
look for an increase, provided the. heavy 
inland exactions could be reduced. A pecu- 
liar custom with regard to those levies is 
noticed. It appears that, in importing 
merchandise from Canton, it is customary 
for the carriers to be paid a lump, sum, 
which includes the freight and the taxation 
levied on the way, and which they meet or 
find means to commute, ‘The rates vary 
according tothe description of the goods, 
and aro of course also afected by the gu 
tity of tonnage which may be lying disen- 
ged. Mr, SStoss also staves that in carry- 
ing produce down the river, complaints aro 
numerous, of the exactions of i 
officers, who frequently levy on. a 
cece, than tae bortaen’e. maatfoet dee 
clares to, gauging a Junk’s measurement 
Deyond her actual capacity, or rating on 
her freight’ beyond that which she may be 
Joaded. He obtained from the King-yuen 


‘Hong the following particulars of the xates 
of carriage on Foreign 
7. 


Piece Goods :— 
Tm. 
per piece, 


his place was noticed to be vacant, silently } Broad Cloth. 





room fora considerable reduction in the 
Brice at which foreign goods can be Inid 
jown, by the introduction of steam nat 
gation as far as this port. It may be re- 
collected that the cost of transporting o 
iece of Grey Shirtings from Shanghai to 
fankow, a distance of 800 miles, is only 
something like 5 cands. ; and supposing 
that the expense of steamer transport to 
‘Wu Chau Foo were half this amount, or 2b 
cands,, we should, adding the transit dues 
of 2h per cent, to this, be able to lay down 
apiece of Shirtings at about 8} cands., 
against: the present cost five "mace. Tho 
taxation which is laid upon goods proceed- 
ing up the river to Wuchaufu is thus de- 
ied. ‘‘ Assuming that the Treaty tariff 
duty has been paid, and that the goods are 
native owned, to free them for departure 
on their journey into the interior, a.Cus- 
tom Duty anda Lekim have to be paid. 
The Customs due-is termed the Export 
Duty ; the Lekim, payable ‘at’ Fat-shan, 
the Fan-le or Depot ‘Tax. A second Cus- 
toms Duty and a second: Lekim are impos- 
ed at Sam-shui, distant from Canton "56$ 
miles ;,this:Lekim is. designated, Hang-le, 








Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Dec. 28, 1870. 


The 2.-C. Herald ant &. €. & C. Gasette. 


467 








atransit tax. The goods then enter the 
‘West River, andat How-li, at the entrance of 
the Shan-hing Gorge, about 16 to 20 miles 
eyond Sam-shui, a third Lekim (Hang-le) 
is exacted. On arrival at Wuchau, a fourth 
Lekim anda third Customs Duty are levied, 
‘and their terminus is reached. Thus on 
their way into this city, theyhave been 
submitted to seven taxations after leaving 
the Importer’s hands.” A valuable table 
is given, detailing the amount of lekim du- 
ties levied on the different articles. On 
Grey and White Shirtings Tis. 0.1.8 per 
piece is levied, or say for two hundred 
miles, three times the rate which by tariff 
should frank the goods throughout China ; 
and other goods are taxed in proportion 
Alluding to the rates charged by the junk- 
men asathrough fee covering the taxes, 
‘Mr. Moss says :-— 

“The junkmen make the best terms they 
can with the barrier officials, compromisin 
‘nd evading the payment of the regular tori 
charges in Various Ways, frequently commut- 
fog them by. the payment of an annual sub- 
sidy. Indeed, in se g to Jearn the condi- 
tion of inland taxation, the difficulty is greater 
todiscover what is actually paid, than what 
is officially permitted to be imposed. 

wublished tariffs, aud inquiry at each indi 
Rus station or barrier may often serve to pro 
cure the Jatter, but there appears to be no 
means for obtaining the former. It is not to 
the interest of junkmen to afford correct in- 
formation, and it must also not be overlooked, 
that the officials in charge of the barrier sta- 
tions are corrupt ; and whilst the native ex- 
chequer isin many instances defrauded by the 
above-mentioned irregularities, that the Offi- 
cials ay frequently seek to overcharge and 
squeeze—a perquisite, or as it may be truly 
siyled, a rule of their offic. The figures. in 
‘the accompanying tables were obtained from 
the Military Mandarins in charge of the sta- 
tions. In the introductionary preface to the 
Lekim Tariffs, it is set forth that the tax is 
levied at 2 per vont, vd valorem, but the duty 
on the several goods present so many startling 
contradictions, and amazing inconsistencies, 
that it is difficult to perceive on what scale 
they are based,” 

It will be thus seen that the trade on the 
West River to Wu-chau is subjected to the 
heaviest restrictions, and what is perhaps 
of more consequence, the levies upon it are 
of the most irregular description. ‘These 
facts go to prove that the opinion expressed 
‘by Mr. Moss, that the opening of Wuchau- 
foo would be productive of advantageous 
results to foreign trade, is well founded. 
“Were the question of transit dues,” he 
says, ‘fairly adjusted, and foreigners at 
Iiberty to run steamers there, it might be 
erected into a place of very considerable 
trade, but it should be taken into consider- 
ation’ that at present it offers a limited 
field to the employment of their capital, 
and that onlya small traffic at the com: 
mencement must be anticipated.” It is, 
however, impossible to say to what extent 
the trafic might be increased were the 
trade thrown open. Experience in China 
shows that the amount of trade conducted 
at any given place under the native restric- 
tions is no indication of what may be done 
when those difficulties are removed ; and 
it is quite possible that a much larger 
traffic than is anticipated would result from 
tho step proposed. 




















Tt has already been shown that the con- 
sumption of Cotton and Woollens in the 
towns along the West River is exceedingly 
small, but that fact affords no indication 
whatever of the capacity of the two Kwang 
to absorb these fabrics. The very moun- 
tainous nature of the western Province, — 
it has been computed that five-sevenths of 
its area consist of unproductive mountains, 
—and the general poverty of its sparse 
Population, must necessarily prevent her 
trade in foreign goods, under the most 
favorable conditions, from assuming dimen- 
sions ona par with that which might be 
¢onducted in other Provinces of China ; 
but it is unquestionable that the present 
small consumption of Kwangei is attribu- 





table to the enormous exactions with which. 
the goods are burdened, and that her trade 
in them would develope rapidly were the 
taxation on them reduced to a reasonable 
limit. 

Before, however, the full measure of pro- 
fit to be extracted from a more enlighten- 
ed system of commercial intercourse could 
be gained, it would seem necessary that 
the foreign manufacturer of Cotton should 
assimilate many descriptions of his goods, 
as nearly as possible, to those of native 
make. With respect to Grey Goods,—and 
it is of those that the bulk of the trade is 
composed,—the village people prefer to 
purchase the raw material and weave their 
own cloth, on the wear and strength of 
which they can depend, or to purchase im- 
ported native fabrics of the same general 
character. The work of spinning and weav- 
ing affords occupation to the women, and 
as it is pursued to the setting aside of 
no other business, and fills the leisure time 
of each household, the cost of labor in the 
production of a peace of cloth is to them 
practically nil. 

The produce of their looms is entirely 
free from size, and any kind of finish. It 
is generally a strong coarse open cloth, 
and is usually dyed by themselves with the 
native Indigo they raise. The imported 
Chinese cloths which have largest sale in 
Kwangsi are all of this make, and are at 
a price which places them within the pur- 
chasing power of the poorest inhabitants. 
‘They vary of course in quality, but their 
distinctive features in respect to foreign 
goods are their coarseness and strength of 
texture combined with the absence of all 
size, and in what may, not inappropriately 
perhaps, be designated as their unsophisti- 
cated get up. To meet the requirements 
of the poorer class it would seem advis- 
able to manufacture a cloth of the same 
general character as their own. In their 
present condition, the people are too poor 
to buy more than one or two suits of 
clothes in the year, and they choose the 
material which combines with lowest price 
the quality of greatest durability, but toa 
certain limit the former has to give place 
to the necessity for the latter. ‘They can- 
not afford to gratify a vanity to buy a few 
yards of cloth merely because its appear- 
ance pleases. It follows, therefore, that 
the foreign manufacturer would do well 
toregatd strength and durability as the 
most essential qualities of his goods. The 
introduction of sizing, or any extraneous 
matter, not absolutely requisite in the pro- 
cess of weaving, to give an appearance of 





strength, or substantiality, or to add 
weight, whilst it isa s0 frequent cause of 
mildew, spot, and other damage, in no 


way recommends the cloth to the’ shrewd 
judgment of the necessitous peasant or 
coolie. Kwangsi is probably one of the 
poorest of the eighteen Provinces, and 
it is to be remarked that stronger make of 
‘T.-Cloth has vendered them more saleable 
than Grey Shirtings, notwithstanding their 
relatively higher cost, in the proportion of 
more than tivo, probably of three, pieces of 
‘T.-Cloths to one piece of Shirtings Tt may 
prove also of advantage to assimilate the 
measurements as well as the general cha- 
racter of foreign Grey Goods to those of 
native, although in connection with this 
matter of detail it cannot be overlooked 
that the 40 yards 18 inch T.-Cloth con- 
forms very well with those desiderata, and 
that the sale of them is small compared 
with that of the ordinary 24 yards, 32 and 
36-inch. 

The native goods which command the 
largest sale in Kwangsi are numbered in 
the musters brought back by me, 15, 18, 
19, 35 and 36, and with coarse hempen 
fabrics they constitute the usual clothing 
of the peasantry and coolie class. The 
width of No. 15 is 113 inches ; of No. 18, 
18 inches ; of No. 19, 17 inches ; of No. 35, 
123 inches ; and of No. 36,°12 inches, 


j| Two* chang and one chik of No. 35 or 36 


+ A changesl0 chik, 





are required fora jacket, and one chang and 
three chik for a pair of trousers ; a suit 
would therefore require 34 chiks, or about 
933 feet (English), any multiple of say 40 
feet would be a suitable length for a piece 
of cloth of the width of No. 36 or 39, and 
perhaps 40 yards would be found to be the 
most convenient.—(Daily Press.) 





Saw Reports. 


POLICE COURT. 
Dec. 27, 1870. 
Before (%. Jamresox, Esq. 

R. v. James Jacobs, “Stanfield,” and W. 
Bird, Barman of ‘ Green Shades.” 

‘Drunk and fighting.—Bird said he only de- 
fended himself, but P. C. Parker said he had 
seen him go up and strike the other man on 
the face, without provocation. 

Fined $3 each. 


R. v. Richd. Midwinter (deserter.) Drunk 
and disorderly. Having neither money ‘n0F 
address, the man was dismissed. 








R. v. Assim, Malay,—Stealing a pair of 
trousers. 





worn, said—Yesterday I went out to 
buy rice, just after patting 8 pair of trousers 
ina box. When J came back I missed them, 
but traced them to a pawnshop. Those pro: 
duced are the ones stolen. 

Prisoner's defence was that he had beon 
given, the trousers by complainant, to pawn 
for kim, and received 10 cash as commission. 

‘The defence, however, broke down, and the 
thief was sentenced to three weeks imprison- 
ment. 


Four of the men of the “Sydenham” were 
fined in costs for being drunk and noisy on 
board ship. 

David Sutherland,  Yuen-tso-fei,”” a se- 
cond time brought up on the charge of being 
drunk, was fined $2 and costs. 

Andrew Campbell was fined $5, $1 costs 
and $1 damage for assaulting a \inaman in 
whose house he had passed the night. 





Drummond, the Malay charged with Abis 
in the late case of theft of a quantity of boots, 
was now charged with receiving these goods 
Knowing they had been stolen and was dis- 
missed with a caution, 





Clippings. 





‘THE DMAMO TRADE. 
(Rangoon Gazette.) 

By the last dik from Mandalay we have re- 
ceived important news from Bhamo. No 
longer can the re-opening of the old overland 
trae route be looked “upon a8 a vislonary’s 
dream. It is already all but an accomplished 
fact. We have at last received reliable intel- 
ligence from Yunnan, and. it now appears, a8 
we lately dared to conjecturo, that the Maho- 
medans are in the ascendant, No Imperial 
troops are in the neighbourhood of either Mo- 
mein or Talifoo, and the only enemies that 
remain to be conquered are roving bands of 
Chinese dacoits under their several chiefs. 
‘The principal of these, who has so long harass- 
ed Momein, Lee-shee-tye, has now under his 
command somewhat less'than two thousand 





men ; he has been driven toa considerable 
distance from Momein, and seems now only 
to keep his few followers around him by the 
assistance he obtains from the Chinese in Bur- 
mah, and probably too from the Burmese 
Government. The Panthay’s however hold 
all the important positions in the west of 
the province, and by latest accounts there 
were 6,000 additional troops on their way from 
Tali to Momein. Captain Strover has suc- 
ceeded in establishing friendly relations with 
the Kakbyen Chiefs, on whom Major Siaden’s 
mission worked such a wonderful ckange as to 
convert them from openenemies intofast friends 
of the English. The road is consequently 
perfectly safe across the hills to Manwyne at 
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the entrance to the Standa valley ; and from 
this point to Momein, the Panthays, who are 
anxiously looking for the advent of the fist 
caravan with European ) offer to guar- 
Stes full protection with suitable. escort to 
all caravans going from and returning to 
Bhamo. The advantage is taken 
of this the better, and we hope that 
arrangements will be made without de- 
lay for the transport of the goods that lately 
Pent to Bhamo, straight through to, Momein. 
It would be well too if the Govern: 
ment could make arrangements for Captain 
Strover to accompany the first caravan to Mo- 
mein, as he would be able at once and defini- 
tely fo settle all questions of talls and duties, 
and thns do much to faciliate trade for the 
future. It would also show the authorities 
both in Mandalay and Momein that we arc 
determined that nothing, so far as we can help 
it, will be permitted again to obstruct the 
trade, We also hope that General Fytche 
Will take advantage of this opportunity, to 
¢ upon the Government of India the advi- 
sability.of despatching a mission during the 
coming cold season to Talifoo, the capital of 
the Mussulman power in Yunnan, if the re- 
port brought back by the frst eatevan proves 
favorable, as there is every reason to expect it 
will. It is of vital importance to our trade with 
Western China that we should be in commu- 
nication with Talifoo, which is the gate to some 
of the richest mineral districts in all Asia. 
‘These few facts, which we have thus hur- 
Hedly, attempted to lay before the public 
should be deeply interesting to every member 
of the mercantile community in’ mn. 
Rangoon wants some new outlet for her im- 
ports, as they are far outstripped by her ex- 
ports in quantity and value, and the only 
chance she, has of developing ‘this branch of 
commerce is by opening up the trade between 
Bhamo and Wester Chink. 





A SHANGHAI REVERIE. 
Bustle and etrive—who does thrive ou this weary com- 


tones 

Stem Rosin Seam hipy Cables and Toegram 
tae penne 

Maiog the batite forniter te 

Mitanlinbour * withostintertaiuion. 

Wet cargo for 9 merchant ith bee x re 

‘Lot him sir from i post, but a dag, and he's lout 

Eun Mimportantueds® by tows 

Bent nlecas oe malian de," 

Te iag ope or ammereal sare 


Look around at the youthful faces, Uned by continual 


Or at the Many ellver streaks, mingling withthe Jet 
‘Blurry and drive, from “nino till five,” 

‘Fiunnciog to keep the game ali 

Never a moment to spare. 


‘This wouldn't matter, if the Mexicans” only came in 
Ih geometric proportion to our expenditure of wim. 
Bat scrape and rein ts wed elise 
evn, na], the good old time— a 
‘One Mail amobth and everything paying, from’Shirtings 


down to Gin. 


Give me back the good ld time, when we worked for 
Not thiscomtinunl plodding. wearily, round the mil 
Not this infernal danuing, evento get in tho rent, 
Orsocure a pitta prose of Twents-Gro Mexican cents, 
‘To moet the monthly interest on some local usurer’s bill, 


If wo had chance of fortune, as in the times of old, 

When scarcely a thing a man touched but trantmated 
itself into Gold, 

‘Why then I'd shout "Eureka," and say 
‘with the best. 

But its coe thing fo make w fortune, and nicely feather 
our mee 

‘And sndther to ‘ind competition is shoring you out 
fin the ool. 


‘Sometimes 1 laugh to myself, as I meditate 11 in bed, 

How well tip up thebeds of01d Rize, snd raat dead 

Bye and bye, when our Cable's complete, and our 
nteeiges come direc 

‘ine will be exten up-—and tie curious to relct, 

‘What will then have’ become o¢ our eight Bours and a 
half ahead. 





























‘But what does it all lead tot just tell me, if you can, 

Perhape Im a little blind—bat then I'm = young old 
‘man, 

Perhaps, you can’t tell me—so then I wi 

tts my'drm opinion that competi 

‘Aud shies away all the proft—to Jol 


‘There, now my question is answered, and I think you'll 
‘Tost it Gad poush to make lowe on shipments of 
‘Without doubling then on Imports—which has lately 
‘With all this hurry ‘and bustle, “devil a thing” doer 


Pay. 
An’ we ‘continue at thie pace, They'll be driving wa 
Back to the Sea, 











Suaxonat, 287m Deceuser, 1870. 


IMPORTS—SUNDRIES, 

Qn the 2st we published for the English 
mail, and this issue for the French, though 
it seems possible it may not reach England 
much sooner than our next number will. We 
note that the P. & O. Com; now run their 
steamers to Brindisi instead of Marseilles, and 
this involves a material increase to an already 
heavy postage. This is the last commercial of 
the year, and as usual at this season there is lit- 
tle to say. From our Piece Goods Report it will 
be seen that a little demand has sprung up for 
7-lbs. Shirtings, and a little more is doing in 
some other kinds. Weshallhave nothing but in- 
action to chronicle until after the 19th Feb., on 
which date China New-Year’s day falls. “The 
Dragon str. goes to Chefoo to-morrow, and will 
oubtless be the last communication for six 
weeks. Theretirement of Mr. Hart fromthecon- 
trol of the Customs, early in the year, is reported. 
again, and we believe in the reliability of the 
statement. Telegrams to 30th Nov. came up 
from Hongkong per “Venus.” ‘The army of the 
Loire seems to have been completely defeated at 
Fontainebleau, but the French have made a 
series of igor, sorties from Paris with some 
Success, Shirtings, Ibs. Ss Slbs. 4.95. Od. 
40Twist, 1s.1d. Inourcomparative number last 
year we referred to the opening of theSuez Ca- 
nal, and stated it would involve many changes 
inthe trade with China, It has done eo, and 
more important ones will follow. Teas going 
home by stenmer and expected to be in London 
under 70 days, at £2.10 per ton freight, is a 
significant fact. We hope now the trade will 
compel the Chinese to hold stocks instead of 
Europeans, there can be no necessity for 80 
millions of pounds of tea to be in London, 
when the producing market is within 70 days 
of the consumer. 

Arrivals—None; other than coasters and 
from River ports. 

21st, Levi Stevens, 25th, Annie 
Gray, for New York ; 24th, Achilles (str.), for 
London. 

PIECE GOODS.—The business of the past 
week has been confined within narrow bounds ; 
but this is ever a dull season ; and the trade 
is likely to be of a fitful character while the 
holidays last. 7Ibs. Grey Shirtings have been 
in good request, but few of them were placed 
until recently, there being too iscre- 
pancy between the ideas of holders and those 
of intending buyers. To-day’s quotatious shew 
an advance of 2a 4e. per piece on last mail 
rates. The demand continues, and with light 
stocks holders are firm for a further rise. 
‘Small parcels of $}lbs. goods have occasionally 
found buyers at from Tis. 2.09 a 2.11 per 

iece for fair ordinary chops ; and T-Cloths 
Ibs. and 7ibs. have changed hands to a limit- 
ed extent at last quotations. Drills and Jeans 
are less firmly held. The demand for them 
and for most other description of Cotton ma- 
nufactures is lifeless, and the business in them 








very trifling. 
‘Wooutrss shew no improvement, saving 
perhaps C P H Scarlet Long Ells, which can 
not now be got at Ts. 5.0.24 per piece. They 
can, however, still bo obtained from specula- 
tors at Tis, 5.1.5 per piece. Other chops and 
assortments are still neglected. Figured 
‘Orleans continue in request, and Crape Lustres 
can now be moved off more freely, although 
to effect sales holders are compelled to accept 
most disastrous rates. Tis. 27.0 a 2.9.2 per 
Piece has been accepted for goods costing 
nearly Ts, 4 per piece. ‘There is no noticeable 
change in the'market for Camlets, Lastings, 
Spanish Stripes, &c. 
Sranten Sruress, 0.P.H. 
<P ya. O.4:7ito 
- 0.5.2 













¥ pe. 5.1.6 to 5.2.0 
435. 4, + 
385 











Canuzrs, C.P.H.— 





pe. 10.8.0 to 
o 






{P pe. 3.8.0 to 4.0.0 
2.60 , 27.0 








828, 8.6.0 
n 3.6.0 5 
9.0.0 5, 3.3.0 
3.2.04, 3.4.0 
tb 2.8.0 5, 3.0.0 
3.0.0 ,, 32.0 
» 3.5.0 5, 3.7.0 
4.0.0 5 4.2.0 


STRAITS PRODUCE axp SUGAR.—The 
raarkets have not yet recovered from the holi 


Settlements during the past week 
amount to 11,400 bundles Nail Rods at Tis. 
1.80 for good ‘assortments and ‘Tis, 1.92 for 
small sizes, which are about previous rates, 
Stocks very heavy. 
{qCOALS—In this article wo havo nothing 
re} 

IGHTS.—The holiday season leaves us 

nothing to add to remarks in last issue, 


QUOTATIONS, DUTY PAID [IN 
SHANGHAI SCYEE. 
‘Tis, 74.875 equat Mex. $100. 
COTTON PIECE GOODS: 















G. B. Guey Surmm1xG: Tmo. Tene. 
384 yds. 39 in. 71 Y pe. 1.7.2 to 7.7 
8 to BF Ibs. 2.0.8 , 216 
2.2.6 , 2.9.0 


33,5 ,, 94.5 


Gz. 
“40 yas, 86 in. 52 ree 


Wars Sumrnsa: 
+B pos 1.6.0 ,, 1.6.0 





56 Reed .. » 180,186 
+ 60 +» 19.0 ,, 2.0.0 
6 20.5 4, 2.2.6 
66 to 72 reed. si 8805, 24.0 





Amenicay Driizs, 
40 yds. 30 in. 151b: 
Ascrntoan Juaws,— 
80 yds. 90 in. Sklbs...per piece 2.3.0 ,, 2.8.6 
AstenIcax SumETINGS—to arrive 
40 yds. 40 in, 16lbs...per piece 9.6.5 ,, 3.7.6 
Exouisa Darts, — ‘Old snie, 


er pieco 9.2.5,, 3.8.5 














‘T-Crorns—6lbs., 





ds.32 in Ordinary...per pleco 1.2.0 ,, 12.6 
z a - 134 5, 140 
18.5%, 13.8 

«Why 165 

” 17.0 5, 1.8.5 

XX2.2.6 ,, 2.3.0 








HaxpxnontErs, Blue... doz, 0.5. » 0. 1.0 





Brown... » 03.6 1.0 
Warne FicuaaSurmnrcs ype, 2.20 » 280 











Gsntian Sumas, 
Cursrz— 
Assorted .. 
Blue and Brown.. 
Scarlet.. 
‘Toney Ruvs, 24 yd 
Do. Best 
VarvEers— 
Black, 22 in. 
Blue, 22 it 
‘Vurveranxs— 
Black, 18 in. 
26 in. 
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Dranries, 12 yds. 37 in. ...Ppe. 1.0.0 , 1.0.5 EXPORTS. LIST OF SILE “SHIPPERS. 
ie ee 085 » 099) ses Daring the past week ons mack From 1st June to 24th December, 1870. 
barre oe ‘Tea has been quiet and prices paid show no a ies SY 
8, 56 yds. Slaage of momest, In Black, settlements fen Bal ent Ge. ee 
86. amount to 4,000 chests, leaving a stock of | P- Hs Balftat «+ 906 
sss 10,000 chests. | Shontam Hohow has been j Barnet and Co- : 
GG settled at Tis. 14}, showing fair value. Birley, Worthing! 108 
Seanis In Green Tea purchases amount to 10,000} Birt & Co. .. 188 
7. Te A-chests, one-half consisting of common to | Bland, J., 150 
Muproae Broap AnD Hanit medium kinds for England, the remainder | Borntraeger and Co. 422 
Crozn. being settlements of higher cost Tea for Ame- | Bourjau, Hubener and Co. 207 
Loxe Exts— rica. Stock 60,000 4-chests of all descriptions. | Boyet, Brothers and Co. 220 
Our export to date as compared with that | Bower, Hanbury and Co. 1,666 
- of last season to Great Britain shows an excess | Brand) Monro and Co. 7,980 
Assorted, HH of 1,500,000 Ibs, in black and a deficiency of | Brit'“pardon and Co; 20 
= GG 3,200,000 Ibs. in green. Chapman, King and Co. 186 
Lasrtas, 90 yi Chinese 165 
Cnare Lastisas, : 5 2 bard 56 
. ILK.—Owing to the intervention of the | Cumin 
baat a cates holideye ‘and the continued unset. | Dent and Co. 164 
Srna PT? tled state of European politics, no business has | Dickinson and Co. 5 
Figared, 20 been transacted since the 2ist instant, on 168 
Plain, 80 y which day the English mail left with 970 bales % 562 
Trox— 7 China silk on board, increasing export to date | Gibb, Livingston and Co. 874 
Tod small size to 27,067 bales. Prices are decidedly weak, | Gilman and Co. 1,194 
Fuir to good assortments and a decline of Tis. 10a 15 per picul on | Glover, Dow and 266 
Hoop revious rates might be established, but at this | Freard’ Auyustine, and Co. ay 
Flat'a {ccline buyers have ct suicient enfidence | Heard, Ausuatin ay 
Lap to enter the market (and justly too); they | Ho. Yrothers 360 
‘Ti PLATES. wait until a still jae sonceunion in pelos | aradine, srathessivacs 815 
Sreext .. is made. Unsold stock 4, sed Jarvie, John, and Co. 1,343 
PLIST seesnse —— Moynard and Co. « 10! 
Wrsvow Grass. EXCHANGE AND BULLION. | Milsom and Tod... 4 
Parem— ‘Tho Christmas holidays have almost pre- | Petrocochino and Co. 165 
Black vented any business for this mail, a few tran- | pas and Cow 138 
Whit sactions in Bank paper at undermentioned | pustay, Wma. and Co. 35 
Bares, Nur— rates, being all we have to report. Pere Oe, 3 
Cochin China Ci London Per Teel. Eee et Oe, 3s 
Singapore . Bank Bills, 6 months’ sight 5s. 94d. @ 5s. 944. | J. §, Robison, 58 
Razr Credits," ,, 10d. Russell and Co. 1,281 
Straits, common, Bills, 6 months’ Remé, Wm. and C 895 
Sassoon, David, Sons and Co 150 
Sarax Wooo Sassoon E. D. and Co... 16 
8 pieces weighing 1 pel. ° Scheibler, Matthaei and Co. 511 
607 ” gd pred Seare, Essex and Co. 858 
ie ae Bak Billy demand... 254 @ 4 Y cant, dint, | Shaw, Brothers and Co. ts 
South Son Inland Bre IP a ee Skeggs and Co. 1,620 
Malabar .. Gop Bans.—Pekin, 98 touch, Tls. 168.50 per | Smith, Archer 194 
Maxaxors Fae 1. 1.0.0, 1.3.0|. bar of 10 Tacls Shanghai weight. Textor and ( 362 
Singapore and Penang ...Upl. 1.0.0, 1.8.0) 5, Stivex.— 111.40 Shanghai Tacls, per 100) Thorne, Brothers and Co, 289 
Tr Taels Canton w ‘Trautman and Co, 63 
Strai Hp! 19.2.5 « 20.0.0 | stexican Doutars.—74.875; CanoLvs—75.65. | qrener & Con, 323 
Mialncen » 26.7.0 26.0.0] Corpse Casit.—1,600 por Tael. Weatall, Brand and Co... 148 
Ric at oa eeeereereeermemees | Sundries 2,100, 
Arracan and Rangoon, J oe 
Siam, Cargo SeAnua AMD BIOCSS. ‘Total Bales... 97,087 
Bengal, eom.tomiddiin waa IGGaeoue cals 
ee good to fine, esate; sare! Paid [Latent Dini : = - 
Chinese Ba —|—— |= | Pax London Mail of the 18th Nov., is duo in 
Sapan ze 2” | Hongkong, on the Ist Ja 
‘Shakes den Dank, SP. | 7th.—The 19th of Nov. Mai il arrived last year 
Black, Swatow & Amoy, a 20] .. lispe. | on the 7th Jan, per “Aden. 
See ‘Tux next French Mail of 27th Nov., is duo in 
Port em gen Ase Hongkong, on the 8ti Jan., and here on the 
13%h Jan, 
Swatow 5 
Santon: {2 | Ti American Mail from New York, about 
Manila, | 1"? Nov. 20th, and San Francisco, Dec. Ist, is 
Whllevcous — due here Jan. 6th. 
warsanchs Sees. | ta, | LOCAL POST OFFICE.—Open daily from 
orn aes Sax to Grar Sundays, 910 10 a0 ; and 
Shatghal Racket 4toSrat, A delivery takes place every two 
Soochow Bridge Co.. hours. 
n Northern 13 ee »|PRICE oy rum NORTH-CIUNA 
Southern picneae war : HERALD a S.C. § C. GAZET' 
apan * Tenn Per Aunum, Tocls 12; Six Month 
Formosan, beng 650; Three Months, fucls 3.50 
Russi able in advance, 
ya Annum. Subserip 
100] as renewed, unless notice to the contrary ke 
OPIUM,—afatica remains very dull, and as ol given before the expiry of the current term, 
the market for mail cargo has not yet opened, 23 ERMS FOR ADVE 
no true rate can be given ; Tis. 450 has been 500] Lines and under, One Tael:— ene) 
offered for immediate clearance but refused, rod line, One Mace. One-half of this charges 
and we quote first quality drug nominally 200 for repetitions. Contracts imay be made for 
Tie, 485 per picul. 3 months, or longer, payable in udeance. 
Patna continues in moderate demand for 155,000} 1.009 SUBSCRIPTIONS received, and Single Copk 
local consumption at Tis. 436 on time, aud Ts, sscoe! 2,00e! Sad, by ene ee ee Oogles 
438 a 410s now asked for hard cargo. With ed aad ‘ 
our small stock rates aro likely to be main- ssi 
tained, si] ere LONDON Z.c. 
ss0ol soul GB Advertisements will be repeated ualers 
* Incoureof formation, cowntermanded. 
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C. Hera and & C..& C. 


Gagette, Dec. 28, 1870. 








SHIPPERS OF LEA FROM HANKOW. 








Season 1870-71. 
Surrras. Frow Isr to Dee. 307m. oraz to DATE. 
hope] chats, latayrcrern| Boxer || Chope| chats, |raléchente| Bore 











Gordon Brothers 
Haminoff, Rodionoif & Co. 
& 









3 
1, 
1 ss 
1; sino 
4 2380 
13, 1,940 
16; 8,400 
2 2,080 
1,560 


















































‘Hankow, 16th Dec., 1871 














‘Any of the above Steamers can 
Full particulars forwarded on application to 


YARROW & HEDLEY’S 


jod on a ship's deck complete and ready 





ARROW & HEDLEY, 
ENGINEERS AND BUILDERS, 


ISLE OF 


DOGS, POPLAR, 


LONDON. 


Prospectuses can be obtained at the office of this Journal, 


D4jn-71 o-tefon 24 


January 25th, 1870, 





CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 
‘Wall Lights and Lamps. 
The Patent Challenge “ Punkah 
Lamp,” 


The only perfect Lamp yet constructed to burn | 


Mineral Oil beneath the Punkah, 








TABLE GLASS, CUT, ENGRAVED AND 
JEWELLED, in great variety. 
Boumazax axp Exouisn Vases, Lustazs, axD 
OpNAMENTS, in great variety. 





Gilt Dinner Services, 
from £3 10s. to 1,000 Guineas. 
Dussent, Te, axD BREARPAST SERVICES, 
in great variety. 


‘The New Patent Jewelled Chime 
Clock, 


ck, 
which strikes the hours on a Gong, and Chimes 
the Quarters on Bells, Price from £100 to £500. 
CLOCKS. Special Show Rooms, containing 
every variety of CLocks for the Dixrxo am 
Drawrso Roos, Vesrmcus, Lrorary, and 
Canntaces, &¢. 
‘Tae Asxvat Crock, with Catespan, Bano- 
epren, &c., goes accurately for Twelve Months 
when once Wound—in Marble, Bronze, and 
Ormolu. 
Tux Srxcrxc-Bmp Ciock, quitenew. Musica 
xs and MEcHASICAL PICTURES. 








| CHANDELIERS IN CRYSTAL, 
Broxze, Onmowv axp Su.ver. 
CANDELABRA FOR GAS OR CANDLES, 
with the true Oriental Colours. 

FOUNTAINS axp MOSQUES For INDIA. 
| REGISTERED DESIGNS OF 

Gall Lights, Lamps, and Chandeliers 

for Endia. 


Public and Private Gas Works erected in 
‘an; 


| ¥ part of the worl 


| Contracts taken, and experienced Men sent 
| out, if required, as for 
| Hiss Hiowxess Tae NIZAM, Secuxpznanan, 


| Ixpra; sue SULTAN or TURKEY; axp 
| ‘VICEROY or EGYPT. 
Club, Mess, and General Furnishing Orders 
for Glass, China, and Earthenware, promptly 
executed. 


| ‘ESTIMATES AND DESIGNS FREE. 
! J. DEFRIES & SONS, 
‘Manufacturers to Her Majesty the Queen, His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and 
Contractors to Government. 


City Show Room and Princip-l Depot— 
147, Houndsditch, London, 
Works: Loxpox, BrtxoHais, and Panis, 


Established 1803. 
o-a-f 23my 50 Tune 2nd, 1870. 





TOPARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 
KEARSLEY’S ORIGINAL WIDOW 
WELCH’S FEMALE PILLS, 


long celebrated for their peculiar virtues, are 
strongly recommended asa safe and valuable 
medicine in removing obstructions and reliev- 
ing other inconveniences to which the female 
frame is liable ; especially those which at an 
early period of life frequently arise from want 
of exercise and general debility of the system, 
Purchasers should see that each box is wrap- 
ped in white paper, andhas C. KEARSLEY 
printed on the Goverament stamp. 
Price 2s, 94. per box. May be had of all 
Chemists throughout the world. Also 


DR. LOCOCK’S LOTION FOR 
THE COMPLEXION, 
& certain remedy for insect bites, tan, sun 
burns, or any roughness of the 
bottles 18, 144., sold everywhe: 


J. SANGER & SONS, 
150, OXFORD STREET, LONDON. 
o-mt 28ma 35 March 28th, 1870. 











ails 


P. & O. S. N. Co 








NOTICE. 


Sreax ro HonaKono, 
With B. Ms Mait for Europe, &e, 
‘The P. & O. S.N.Co.’s Contract Steam-ship 


“SUNDA,” 


Captain Cares, will bo despatched from 

Shanghai on Tnurspay, 5th Jan. 1871, at 

light, or such time as the state of tho 

tides may roquire, with Her Majesty's 

Mails for conveyance to Europe vid Hong- 
ong. 

Cargo will be received on board up to 5 
p.m, of the 4th, and Parcels at this Oftice 
until Noon of the 4th. 

Sill: and other valuable goods will be re- 
ceived into the Company's Godown and 
Bills of Lading granted. 

A written declaration of the contents, 
weight and value of the packages for the 
Overland Route is required by the Egyptian 
Government, which Shippers are request 
ed io hand to this Office, 


S. J. G. JELLICOM, 


gent. 
P. & 0.8. N, Co.’s Office, 
Shanghai, 28th December, 1870. 












PACIFIC MAIL S.S. CO, 


NOTION, 
NTIL further notice, the stenmers of 
the Shanghai Branch, the New York, 
Costa Rica, Oregonian, Golden Age, and 
Ariel, will be desputched from this Bort, for 
Nagasaki, Hiogo snd Yokohama, on or 
about the Ist, 9th, 13th and 28rd of eacl 
month. 

‘The Stesmer leaving on or abnnt the 
13th will connect at Yokohama with one of 
the Company’s steamers for Sau Frunci 

Through Bills of Lading issued for freight 
to San Francisco, New York, and Lurope, 
(vid Panama or Overland Rail Road ) 

‘Through Passage tickets issued to San 
Francisco, New York and Europe (via 
Overland Rail Road.) 

For Freight or Passaye apply at the office 
of the Agency, New Masonic Building. 


GEO. I. BOWMAN, 
Agent. 

















(ca) 2072 Shanghai, 14th Deo., 1870. 
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